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The Founder.

HARLES PRATT was born at Watertown, Massa-
chusetts, on October 2, 1830, and died in New York
on May 4, 1891. His opportunities for education

were limited by the circumstances of his childhood, but his
earnest desire for knowledge and training led him to make
sacrifices enough to make good the losses of his youth. His
first dollar was earned at the bench. With his earliest savings
he gave himself a year at Wilbraham Academy, and all through
his life he made the most of every opportunity that came his
way. His business life was one long series of successes. He
wasted neither time nor money; he put into everything that he
did the best of himself; and he spent but little time in doing
work which seemed to him of no avail. Though generously
interested in every enterprise that made for the betterment of
his fellowmen, his great interest was concentrated on the sub-
ject of industrial training. Experience had taught him that the
work of the world must always be done—to a greater extent—
by men and women and not by machines. To make these ordi-
nary workers intelligent, competent, and happy, was his purpose.
To put into the average commonplaces of the shop and the
workroom some of the inspiration of .culture, was his ambition.
To do, in short, for the ambitious American boy and girl some
of the things which, by great effort and sacrifice, he had done
for himself, was his reason for founding Pratt Institute. To it
he gave freely of his wealth, of his time, of his enthusiasm,
and of his practical knowledge and common-sense. It was no
meagre gift. Much as Pratt Institute owes to its present Board

- of Trustees, to the intelligent and loyal service of its directors
and teachers, it owes most to Charles Pratt, who gave to it
“the only gift that counts,—the gift of one’s self.”
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Extracts from an Address to the students of
Pract Institute by Mr. Charles M. Pratt a
year after the death of Mr. Charles Pratt.

E [the Founder] lived his natural life, unselfish as it was, for he
could live no other. Such a life was to him the highest satisfaction
and greatest joy. That you know. Do you remember his saying

to you here one day —“ I am so grateful, so grateful that the Almighty has
inclined my heart to do this thing.” The source of his life-joy was clearly
indicated, and was always the same. He never hesitated to acknowledge it,
for he desired that we might all secure the same.

His personality, which means much more than any of us can realize or
express, is ‘gone. Its loss has grown apace with the days and months; it
does not lessen. This is what I feel here in this place of all others. The
strength of that face so full of life and courage, so responsive to every
honest and self-helpful appeal for aid; the brightness of those eyes so pene-
trating that we always felt ashamed to meet them when we had not done our
best; the restless activity of that body with its energy and responsiveness to
every need of the mind or heart;—these are gone. But the personality they
constituted was once here; it ministered to you and to me; it left a deep
impress upon its generation. Shall all this be lost? Shall it all fade away, its
outline growing more indistinct as the years go by until lost among the mul-
titudes of the dead? That such might be the case our Founder fully realized.
Often did he speak of it to me as his old and early friends went before, and
his own actively earnest life was confessedly too full for leisure to dwell upon
their memory. While 1 realize the possibility of such a result, I do not see
its necessity. You and I may, perhaps, look at this matter from different
standpoints, and yet I do not think that we do. His desire to serve was ex-
tended to you all as well as to me,— the same in kind if not in degree. To
us, his sons and co-trustees, has been committed this trust, and for its keep-
ing nothing seems to me so inspiring as to recall his life and personality.
We, therefore, for ourselves and for all who knew him, for all who shall
hereafter come into new life and power through his thought and beneficence,
shall keep fresh in memory his personality and cherish the spirit of his life.
This, then, is to be our watchword, our safeguard, and the source of our
courage and fidelity to trust.
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Annual Report of the Secretary.

To THE TrRuUsTEES, GENTLEMEN :

‘yw—=< EREWITH I beg to submit
‘W), to you a report o% the Pratt
' ) Institute for the year ending

- June 30, 1901. It has been
an encouraging year, showing a de-
velopment 1n all departments toward
the ideal of practical service which the
Founder had for the work.

It has been our endeavor to keep
clearly and constantly before us the
fundamental purpose of the Institute,
namely, the propagation and develop-
ment of industrial training.

From the standpoint of educational
principles, the great value of indus-
trial training is found to lie, not so
much in its development of the eye
and hand, as in the opportunity it offers
for the expression and consequent de-
velopment of the creative faculty.

When we recognize the results se-
cured through such training, we are
compelled to accept it as a fundamen-
tal and vital part of all complete train-
ing and not as outside sub{lect-matter

. artificially added to the school curri-

culum.
We are constantly having our edu-

" cational theories modified by our
- practical contact with industrial and

trade conditions as they exist, and we
have been able to solve some of the
questions which always arise in the
transition from school training to the
practical work of the world.

When the Institute opened, thir-
teen years ago, there was but little

demand for trained workers in many
of the departments of activity toward
which we directed our attention, and
we were forced to meet the problem
of creating a demand for our workers
at the same time that we were giving
them their training. It has been difh-
cult to gain the confidence of the
working public, but no more difficult
than we had felt it would be. We
knew it must be a slow process. We
realized from the beginning that our
work must be done thoroughly and
on sure conservative lines, and we
have been satisfied to wait until the
practicality of our courses could be
demonstrated.

Each of the great divisions of our
work —the training of skilled work-
ers, the training of teachers, and the
training of students—has thrown
some light upon the question of in-
dustrial training as a whole and has
helped us in the solution of some of
its problems.

Full reports of the work of the va-
rious courses will be made during the
year by the several directors. It is
sufficient for me to emphasize my
appreciation of the growth and de-
velopment of both directors and
teachers and of the steadily increas-
ing clearness with which they are
grasping the plan of the Founder and
of the intelligence with which they
are adapting the opportunities offered
by the Institute to the needs of the
times.
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ENROLLMENT

The number and classification of
the students for the year 1900-1901
was as follows:

DAY. EVENING. TOTAL.
Men. Women. Men. Women.

High School 108 153 261
Fine Arts 174 396 204 78 852
Domestic Art 597 112 709
Domestic Science 189 2 82 266
Science and Tech. 140 5 388 533
Kindergarten 27 112 147
Library 1 28 29
Gymnasium 175 284 99 119 677

625 1764 693 399 3474

In more than one department :
Men 140
Women 213

353 353

Individual enrollment, 3121

The total number of tuitions paid
was 6123, as against §81¢ of last year
and §543 of the year before.

We are gratified to be able to re-
port this increase in the number of
students, which, while it is partly due
to causes which would not ordinarily
be in operation, is chiefly due to a
normal and healthy growth in the
size of the full-time classes.

SCHOLARSHIPS.
The Prang Scholarshlps, which

have been given in connection with
the Prang Educational Company, will
be discontinued at the end of this
year, at the request of the company,
and no new ones will be given.

Scholarships for the year were
awarded as fE())llows

Dcpartment of Fine Arts.

Buffalo Scholarship : Eunice Evelyn Nott, Ham-
burg, Erie County, N. Y., Course in De-
sign.

——

Fawcett Scholarslup Olive Elizabeth Hamp-
son, Newark, N. J., Regular Art Course.

Prang Scholarships : Lelia Irene Bartholomew,
Indianapolis, Ind., Normal Art Course;
Anna Josephine Brown, East Greenwich,
R. I., Normal Art Course; Mary B.
Moulton, Oshkosh, Wis., Normal Ar
Course; Helen M. Webster, Denver,
Col., Normal Art Course.

Art Students’ Fund Scholarships : Beulah Steven-
son, Normal Art Course ; Clara Reynolds,
Regular Art Course.

Honorable mention : Adelaide Deming, Normal
Art Course.

Department of Domestic Art.

The Ethical Culture School Scholarship : Amy
M. Huntington, New York, Special Dress-
making Course.

Pratt Institute Scholarship: Tessie Wigzell,
Brooklyn, N. Y., Third Grade Sewing
Course.

Atlantic Avenue Mission Scholarships: Eva L.
Beams, Brooklyn, N. Y., Children’s Sew-
ing Course ; Dolores Rittenauer, Brooklyn,
N. Y., Children’s Sewing Course.

Department of Domestic Science.

College Scholarships offered by Pratt Institute.

Wellesley : Alice M. Keepers, Newark, N. J.,
Normal Domestic Science Course.

Vassar: Edith S. Merritt, Newark, N. ],
Normal Domestic Science Course.

Leland Stanford Jr. University: Gwendolyn
Stewart, St. Helena, Cal., Normal Do-
mestic Science Course.

Hamilton College, Lexington: Katherine M.
Christian, Lexington, Ky., Normal Do-
mestic Science Course.

Brooklyn Scholarship: Mabel L. Rose, Brook-
lyn, N. Y., Normal Domestic Science
Course.

COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES.

The annual Commencement Exer-
cises of the departments of Fine Arts,
Domestic Arts, Domestic Science,
Science and Technology, Kindergar-
tens, and Libraries were held in the
Assembly Hall, on Thursday even-
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ing, June 20, and were followed by
the exercises of the High School, on
Friday afternoon, June 21. Dr.
James H. Canfield, of Columbia
University, made the address at the
evening exercises, and Dr. Isaac
Franklin Russell, of the New York
Law School, spoke to the High
School graduates in the afternoon.

The diplomas and certificates were
awarded by Mr. Charles M. Pratt,
President of the Board of Trustees.

The Trustees’ reception, in the
Library building, and the Athletic
Association dance, in the gymnasium,
followed the Commencement exer-
cises, on Thursday. On Friday, there
was the annual dinner given to the
High School alumni and a dance
given by the junior class to the
graduates and the alumni.

Diplomas and certificates were
granted as follows:

DIPLOMAS. CERTIFICATES. TOTAL.
Men. Women. Men. Women.

" High School 4 19 23
Fine Arts 2z 26 13 22 63
Domestic Art 4 50 54
Domestic Science 20 20
Science and Tech. 31 31
Kindergarten 14 14

" Library 1 25 26

6 83 45 97 231

FOUNDER'’S DAY.

Exercises in celebration of Foun-
der’s Day were held in the Assembly
Hall on the birthday of the Founder,
October 2, 1900. The annual report
of the work of the Institute for the
year was read by Mr. C. M. Pratt,
and a short talk on the Founder and
his plans for the Institute was given
by the Hon. W. J. Coombs.

EXHIBITIONS.

The Annual Exhibition of Stu-
dents’ Work was held on Thursday
afternoon and evening, June 6, Fri-
day afternoon and evening, June 7,
and Saturday afternoon, June 8. The
work was well done and well arranged.
The applied work in the Department
of Fine Arts was a new feature and
attracted more attention for that rea-
son than any other particular exhibit.

The regular art exhibitions were
continued during the year, and there
were also severa% special exhibitions,
such as that of the work of the art
needlework classes, which was shown
in several Western cities, and the ex-
hibit made at the Pan-American Ex-
position. The following is the list of
regular exhibitions for the year:

Department of Fine Arts.

October 10 to October 31: Volkmar Pottery,
loaned by Charles Volkmar.

November 5 to November 30: Sketches, Color
Studies, and Drawings of Edwin H.
Blashfield.

December 4 to December 29 : Portrait Draw-
ings, Composition Sketches, and Paintings,
by Willard D. Paddock.

January 4 to January 31: Color Studies of An-
cient and Medieval Works of Art by
Joseph Lindon Smith.

February 4 to February 28: Antique Oriental
Rugs, Embroideries, and Metal Work,
loaned by John T. Keresey and Company,
of New York.

March 4 to March jo: Basketry, illustrating
the work of Miss Lina Eppendorff and the
Misses Frances.

April 15 to May 11: Book-binding, Book-
printing, and Decorating, an exhibition
prepared by Miss Mary Wright Plummer.

May 13 to May 31: Butterflies and Moths,
loaned by the Denton Brothers, of Welles-
ley, Mass.

June § to June 22: Berlin Photographs of the
London National and the Berlin galleries.
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Department of Domestic Art.

May 24 to June g: Original Costume Designs,
by Mr. and Mrs. Guy Rose, Miss Good-
win, and Miss Cooper, loaned by ¢« Har-
per’s Bazar’’ and << Vogue.”’

Dcpartment of Libraries, Children’s Room.

November : Animals.

December: Christmas Pictures.

February : Heroes. Valentines.

March: ¢«“The Candy Country,”’ a series of
pictures loaned by the Misses Whitney.

April: Spring flowers and birds.

The exhibit sent to the Pan-Ameri-
can Exposition was admirable, show-
ing as it did in a very small space the
scope and character of the work done
in the various departments. Four
units—each consisting of a number
of winged-frames, a case, and a limited
amount of wall-space — were granted
us. One of these units was in each
of the following sections of the State
F.ducational Exhibit,— Art, Secon-
dary Education, Industrial Education

for Women, and Industrial F.ducation
for Men.

LECTURES.

The increase in the number of lec-
ture courses offered by the several
departments and the greater useful-
ness of such courses to the students
has made it possible to curtail the gen-
eral lecture course. During the past
year but three lectures were given,
and these were made the occasions of
a reception to the lecturer, who, after
his talk, was asked to meet the direc-
tors and instructors.

The following is the course as
given:

November 22: «Child Life in China,”’ Dr.
Isaac Taylor Headland.

March 7: ¢« Preparation for Citizenship,’’ Jacob
A. Riis.

INSTITUTE MONTHLY

April 30: ¢“How to Study Birds,”” Frank M.
Chapman.

Special deﬁartmental lectures were
given throughout the year as follows:

Depariment of Fine Arts.

Twenty-four lectures on ¢ The History of
Architecture, Sculpture, and Painting,”’
by Walter Scott Perry.

Dcepartment of Domestic Art.

««Wool,”” by Miss N. R. Crooks.

¢¢Needlecraft and Weaving,”” by Miss Lina
Eppendorff.

<< Flax,”” by Miss N. R. Crooks.

A course of ten lectures on Costume Design
and the History of Costume, by Miss H.
S. Sackett.

Department of Domestic Science.

A course of twelve lectures on << Rocks,”” by
Miss Mary S. Snow.

Department of Kindergartens.

¢« How to Feed Children,’’ by Dr. J. F. Moore.

¢« Handel’s Messiah,”” by W. L. Tomlins.

¢« Underground Life,”’ by Dr. Elsworth Call.

A course of six talks on ¢¢ The Games and Occu-
pations of the Kindergarten,”’ by Miss A.
E. Fitts.

Department of Libraries.

Six lectures on ¢ Library Building,”” by Wil-
liam R. Eastman.

Four lectures on < The History of Libraries,’” by
George Watson Cole.

Four lectures on ¢ Book-buying, or Building up
a Library,”” by George H. Baker.

«Some New Movements in Education,”” by
Dr. H. M. Leipziger.

«¢Branch Libraries,”’ by A. E. Bostwick.

¢«The Work of the Librarian,”” by Dr. James
H. Canfield.

¢« Planning a Library,”’ by Miss Sarah S. Oddie.

“¢Selection of Books for a Small Library,”” by
Miss B. S. Wildman.

<« Book Annotation,”’ by Mrs. S. C. Fairchild.

<« History of Literature for Children,”’ by
Charles Welsh.

««The New Building of the Cleveland Public
Library and the Moving,” by W. H.
Brett.
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<< Bibliography of Education,”” by William
Warner Bishop.

<< Bibliography of Classical Philology,’’ by Wil-
liam Warner Bishop.

<< Bibliography of Theology,”” by Dr. Ernest
C. Richardson.

¢« Working up a Bibliography,’’ by George Wat-
son Cole.

A series of talks on ¢¢ Nature-books and Works
of Science for Children,”’ by Miss Ella
Holmes.

«¢Books for Children,’’ by Miss Caroline M.
Hewins.

«¢Personal Relations of Librarian with Chil-
dren,”” by Miss Helen Moore.

««The History of Bookmaking,”’ by C. M.
Skinner. (This lecture was given in con-
nection with the exhibition of Bookbinding
for the benefit of the children.)

High School.

««The Nature of Educaton,’”’ by President
Harris, of Amherst College.

¢«The Value of Public Speaking,”” by Dr.
Isaac Franklin Russell.

¢« The Study of a Language,’”’ by Dr. Gabriel
Weiss.

Social Service Committee.

¢« Interesting Churches in New York,”’ by
Miss J. A. Rathbone.

<« The Exhibit of the Architectural League,”’
by V. C. Griffit.

«¢«The Davies Exhibit at the Macbeth Gallery,”’
by Miss Ida C. Haskell.

CHAPEL SERVICES.

A series of chapel services was
held during the fall and winter terms.
A short address formed a part of each
service. The following is the list of
speakers: Dr. John Humpstone,
Rev. T. S. Henderson, Dr. S. D.
McConnell, Mrs. Alice Gordon Gu-
lick, Dr. T. R. Slicer.

PUBLICATIONS.

The Pratt Institute Monthly, is-
sued the first of each month, begin-
ning with November and ending with
June, is the official publication of the

faculty and teachers. Its purpose is
to keep the students and the public
in touch with the changes and devel-
opments in the work ofg the Institute,
and to give opportunity for the pub-
lication of articles directly bearing
upon the subject of industrial and
technical education.

The numbers, last year, were issued
as follows:

November: Neighborship and Founder’s
Day.

December : Library.

January : Fine Arts.

February : Domestic Art.

March: Domestic Science.

April: High School.

May: Kindergarten.

June: Manual Training.

The coming year the numbers will
take the form of reports on the work
of the different departments.

Ten thousand copies of the annual
catalogue were printed early in the
spring. The object of the catalogue
is to put into as small a space as pos-
sible a comprehensive statement of
the work of the Institute as a-whole.
It is left to the special circulars —is-
sued by the departments as there is
need for them —to give detailed de-
scriptions and definite outlines of the
different courses. This year a circu-
lar which confined itself to the work
of the evening classes was published
and widely circulated. Catalogues
have been mailed to our exchange list
of schools and colleges ; to the Young
Men’s Christian Associations and the
Young Women’s Christian Associa-
tions throughout the country; to cer-
tain prominent summer hotels; and
to persons who have written for them.
No attempt, other than this, has been
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made to circulate them generally, be-
cause the demand for them is always
greater than the supply, and because
such a publication always does its best
work when and where it is needed
enough to be asked for. The circu-
lars, on the other hand, we have tried
to send to lists of persons whom we
felt would be especially interested in
the particular kind of work described
and who would be apt to take advan-
tage of the opportunities offered by
the course in question.

Mention should be made of the
literary work of the directors and in-
structors during the past few years.
Mrs. E. H. Spalding has brought
out her “Problem in Elementary
Composition” and her “Language
Speller.” Mr. W. S. Perry has pub-
lished a book on “Egypt,” and is
now at work on a similar book on
“Greece.” Mr. A. W. Dow has pub-
lished a book on ¢ Composition”;
Mr. C. F. Edminster one on “ Archi-
tectural Drawing”; Mr. A. C. Nye
one on ‘“FKurniture Designing and
Draughting”; and Miss M. W,
Plummer has collated a book on
“ Contemporary Spain as seen through
her Novelists.”

FACULTY MEETINGS.

Faculty meetings have been held
at regular intervals during the year
for the discussion and determination
of questions of policy affecting the
welfare of all the departments. The
faculty is constituted of the directors
of the seven departments and the
Secretary of the Institute, who acts as
chairman. Only matters of general
interest are taken up by this body,
the particular departmental questions

being settled by the faculties of the
several departments and referred to
this body for ratification.

The most important decisions
made during the year were those in
regard to a uniform marking system
and a uniform time schedule for all
departments. It was decided that all
records of students’ work should be
marked with the letters A, B, C, D,
and E, the letters to mean: A-
excellent; B— passed with credit; C-
passed; D- conditioned; E- failed.
The plus sign after a letter may be
used to indicate a tendency toward a
higher grade of work.

The time schedule, as adopted, is
given below:

1:20 to 2:10
2:10 to 3200
3:00 to 3:50
3!50 to 4:40

9:00 to 10:00
10:00 to 10:§0
10:50 to 11:40
11:40 to 12:30

EDUCATIONAL WORK.

It is interesting and encouraging to
note that the instructors have had
frequent chance to be of service to a
larger number of persons than is
represented by our student body.
The New York and Brooklyn sum-
mer schools, this year, claimed their
attention. Mrs. M. D. Chambers,
instructor in cookery in the Depart-
ment of Domestic Science, acted as
supervisor of cookery in the Brook-
lyn schools and had twelve of her
normal Domestic Science students
teaching under her. Mr. E. M.
Healy, of the Department of Science
and Technology, had charge of the
manual training given in the New
York schools; and Mrs. A. M.
Locke, of the Department of Kinder-
gartens, again directed the Brooklyn
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playgrounds. A large number of
Institute students taught in the
schools and worked 1n the play-
grounds. Twenty-nine students from
the Department of Domestic Art and
thirty-two students from the Depart-
ment of Fine Arts should be added
to the number of Domestic Science
students already given, making a total
of seventy-three.

Seven High School instructors at-
tended the summer school at Clark
University this year. Half of each
day was devoted to the regular lec-
tures of the school and the other half
to conferences with Dr. Gulick on the
special problems of the Institute
High School.

Mrs. E. H. Spalding gave again a
course in methods of teaching Eng-
lish at the summer school for teachers
at Hyannis, Mass.

Mr. W. C. Stimpson and Mr. W.
J. Kaup, of the Department of Sci-
ence and Technology, were at the
Bethlehem machine shops for some
weeks, helping classes tjr)om Lehigh
University to get the greatest possi-
ble benefit from their observations in
the shops.

Another source of strength to the
Institute is its ever increasing alumni
body. Five graduate associations
have been formed,— the High School,
Library School, Department of Kin-
dergartens, Department of Domestic
Art, and the FEvening Chemical
Course,—all of which are keeping
their members together and in touch
with the work which is currently
given at the Institute.

The records of these associations
give interesting statistics. Almost all
the graduates are in positions. There
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is no trouble whatever in finding
work for the strong students; in fact,
a choice of places is usually waiting
for them at the time of their gradua-
tion, and there is always something
that the less gifted ones can find
to do.

The habit of study, formed at the
Institute, and the many interests
awakened here in different kinds of
work induce at least twenty-five per
cent. of the graduates to continue
their studies as soon as it is possible
for them to do so. Many of the
graduates of our Department of Sci-
ence and Technology find their way
into the larger engineering schools,
and no art student seems satisfied
until he or she is again working
under criticism.

Large numbers of our former stu-
dents, realizing the progress that the
work of the Institute makes each
year, come back for graduate courses
or to take up some work not covered
by them in the course which they
took while here.

THE PRATT INSTITUTE
NEIGHBORSHIP ASSOCIATION.
The Pratt Institute Neighborship

Association offers a chance to the
students, while here, to get practice
teaching at the Association’s Settle-
ment, in Greenpoint; to become fa-
miliar with some of the current dis-
cussions of philanthropic problems;
and to gain an interest in social ques-
tions. At the same time, it offers a
channel for those acts of helpfulness
and thoughtfulness which students
are so ready to perform for one an-
other when they know a way and see
an opportunity.



THE PRATT

INSTITUTE

The report of the Association for
the year makes a creditable showing.

BUILDINGS.

The changes made in the buildings
a year ago have proved most satisfac-
tory. The story erected on the Sci-
ence and Technology building for the
use of the Department of Kine Arts
made five admirable studios which
have greatly added to the comfort
and efficiency of the department.

Equal satisfaction may be expressed
with the accommodations offered by
the two stories added to the Electri-
cal building for laboratories and shops.

A new building for the Depart-
ment of Kindergartens is now in the
process of erection. It is situated on
the corner of Willoughby Avenue
and Ryerson Street, about one block
from the Main building. It will con-
tain rooms for the kindergarten and
connecting class, accommodations for
the training classes, and quarters for
the janitor. There will be a garden
in the rear and a large play-room in
the basement of the building. It is
built of brick with lime-stone trim-
mings, is two stories in height, and
in design is in harmony with the
other Institute buildings.

These changes and the work done
in the court are the most important
items of construction since the erec-
tion of the Library building, in 1895.

It is hoped that at some time in
the not too distant future it will be
possible to build a combined assem-
bly hall and museum building. We
have now no assembly hall which is
at all adequate to our needs, and the
demand for such a hall made by the
number of our lecture courses and by
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the development of the work in
music done in the High School must
be met.

Such a building should also accom-
modate a certain amount of our mu-
seum material. The original technical
museum, which was located for a
number of years on the fifth floor of
the Main building, was divided, six
years ago, and distributed among the
different departments. The several
collections form the nucleus of a fine
industrial museum, which should be
supplemented by additional material.
The installation of the material in
the hallways of the several depart-
ments has been in many ways a de-
cided advantage over the former ar-
rangement of the location of the entire
collection in one place. It has made
the museum material much more
available and has created a greater
interest in it. While we recognize
the value of this plan and feel that it
would not be wise to change it, we
appreciate the assistance which would
come to us through such added mu-
seum facilities as would be offered by
a new building.

I am glad to report that a number
of fine samples of industrial art —
mostly textiles— have been added to
our museum material this year.

We are continually seeing oppor-
tunities for making out of our own
buildings and grounds a sort of per-
manent museum. The court-yard,
for example, which is situated be-
tween the Main and the Science and
Technology buildings, has been made
a suitable setting for a fine old Italian
well-curb, which stands in its center
and serves as a fountain. The court
has been paved and furnished with
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seats of a design in harmony with the
fountain. So, while the court serves
the utilitarian purpose for which it
was planned, it also offers a pleasant
retreat for students and is a source
of real inspiration to all who pass
through it.

A wrought-iron gate of good de-
sign has been placed at the street en-
trance to the court and adds much to
its interest. The treatment of the
court, including the design for the
gate, was worked out by Mr. Vincent
C. Griffith.

In thinking of the work of the
directors, teac%ners, and students, we
are sometimes apt to forget the many
workers that are employed to make
success possible.

The purely physical side of the
Institute problem is not a small one.
The services of the general and de-
partmental offices, of the engineer
and janitor forces, the lunch room,
and the many other things which
minimize friction and trouble are
essential features of a well organized
institution.

We have six buildings, which, aside
from the grounds,— front and rear,—
have to be taken care of. They are
used daily except Sunday and three
nights a week,—some of them every
night. It requires during the school
year twenty-nine men and women to
attend to the cleaning, lighting, heat-
ing, and watching of the buildings
and grounds.

The executive and business side of
the Institute work is carried on in
the general office, where all the finan-
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cial dealings of the Institute with the
teachers and students are conducted.

THE ATHLETIC ASSOCIATION.

The work of the teams of the Ath-
letic Association was excellent during
the year, and left us with the cham-
gionship — Interscholastic—in foot-

all, base-ball, basket-ball, and
hockey.

The demands made upon the stu-
dents by the team work was great,
and the faculty felt that better and
more ecomical plans for the future
could and should be made. A gov-
erning committee of the association
was appointed to co-operate with the
students in making out new game
schedules and in determining matters
of general policy. The committee
consists of Mr. J. V. Sturges, Mr. J.
M. Jameson, and Mr. Hugo Froeh-
lich.

In looking back over the year, we
have cause %or encouragement. We
are %etting about us a student body
which comes to us with more interest
and enthusiasm and leaves us with
more loyalty than students did in
former years, when courses were
shorter and students were not with
us long enough to get into the spirit
of the place.

Because we are building on firm
foundations, and because we are de-
veloping slowly, we have a right to
believe that the future holds more of
success for us than the past has held.

Respectfully submitted,

Frederic B. Pratt.
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Annual Report of the Neighborship Association |

For THE YEAR ENDING May 10, 1901.

HE Association closes to-
day the eighth year of its
organized life.

The existence of the As-
sociation, its work, and the opportu-
nities for service offered by it, were
brought to the attention of the in-
coming classes at the Institute early
in the year, by means of the Novem-
ber number of the Pratt Institute
Monthly,—the Neighborship Num-
ber,—a copy of which was given to
each new student. The President of
the Domestic Science Chapter notes
in her report the good effect this had
in that department in arousing an in-
terest in the work of the Association.

The most important new work of
the year was the organization of a
committee for socidl service, consist-
ing of representatives from each de-
partment. This committee has begun
a work the value of which cannot be
overstated. It has brought together
the students of the several depart-
ments in a number of common inter-
es's and activities. It has kept track
of students when they were ill and
has seen that they were properly
cared for. It has arranged a series
of noon musicals which were very
much enjoyed, and has been in charge
of the weekly religious services.

The annual entertainment took the
form this year of a fair, accompanied
by a very successful minstrel show,
and followed by a dance. The whole
Institute worked together with a will,
and the result of this united effort

showed itself in a social and financial
success far beyond the most sanguine
anticipations. The sum of $325 was
cleared. It will be expended in per-
manent improvements at the Astral
and in extending the work at Green-
point.

At the conclusion of Mrs. Alice
Gordon Gulick’s talk on her school
in Spain, it was felt that an opportu-
nity should be given for a tangible
expression of the interest aroused. A
mite-box was placed in the general
office to receive contributions, and
$10.51 was collected.

The governing board has held
monthly meetings during the year
and has kept in touch with the work
of the Settlement through the reports
of the head worker.

Miss Mabel Hastings was obliged
to resign the office of treasurer in
the early fall. Mr. Williston was ap-

ointed to take her place, and has
Eeld the office during the year. A
new system of bookkeeping has been
introduced, and, according to an ar-
rangement made by the finance com-
mittee last fall, all moneys received
at the Settlement pass through the
treasurer’s hands. The affairs of the
Association are now on a firm finan-
cial basis. It has lived quite within
its income, though the large balance
shown by the treasurer’s report
means not that we have more than
our needs, but simply that the pro-
ceeds of the fair have not yet been
expended. The financial pressure
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under which the Association has la-
bored during the past two years has
been entirely relieved.

Turning now to the work of the
several chapters,—the Kindergarten
Chapter, the pioneer organization in
the work at the Astral, has carried on
its kindergarten, raising for its sup-
port by dues, sale of fudge, and enter-
tainments, $407.26. Too much praise
cannot be given this small chapter for
the persistent and courageous devo-
tion with which it has carried on this
work. It is hoped that another year
arrangements may be made by which
the Kindergarten and the Settlement
may be brought into closer relations.
In addition to its own work, the chap-
ter had a doll booth at the fair which
contributed $2¢ to the general fund.

The Art Students’ Fund Associa-
tion increased its scholarship fund by
$153.62 as the result of its annual
fair, and also added to it by a sketch
sale after the spring exhibition. A
concert and dance in May, while not
financially successful, was so well ar-
ranged and so delightful socially as to
reflect great credit on those who
planned and carried it out.

The class work at the Settlement
has been carried on by four normal
students.

One feature of the work of the
Domestic Science Chapter which is
worthy of commendation and con-
sideration is its hospitality committee.
The members of this committee, ap-
pointed in June, were at the Institute
early on the opening day in the fall
and received the new students, show-
ing them about, assisting them, and
making them feel at home.

Six members of the chapter have
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taught classes at the Astral this year.
The chapter took a very active in-
terest in the fair, contributing material
for cakes and giving much time for
the making of t%:em. The success of
the cake booth was limited only by
the amount of its stock in trade, the
demand for its wares being far greater
than the supply.

In addition to the classes in milli-
nery, dressmaking, and sewing con-
ducted at the Astral by the Domestic
Art Chapter this year,a very active
part was taken in the fair by its mem-
bers. The “mending booth” was a
novel feature, and the general fund
was increased $77 thanks to its varied
efforts.

The Library Chapter has carried on
its usual work,— Home Libraries. A
library of twenty books is placed in
the home of a family in a neighbor-
hood where the children do not have
access to books; ten or a dozen chil-
dren are gathered there once a week,
and a visitor meets them, plays games,
reads to them, and distributes the
books. Four of these libraries have
been in circulation this year and seven
members of the library class have
acted as visitors. The chapter works
in connection with the Children’s Aid
Society, which has secured the homes
for us. All the houses where the li-
braries have been placed this year are
open to us for next year, and another
family has sent in a request for one.
The chapter now owns two hundred
and forty books, not all of which are
suitable for its work. There is need
for more books for girls and for very
young children. It has also five book-
cases. The chapter had charge of the
fortune-telling booth at the fair, and

.
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also worked in co-operation with the

Domestic Art Chapter in the work of
making flags.

It is believed that it will be possi-
ble to start the work early in the fall
and to make decided progress another
year.

Though there is no organized chap-
ter in the Department of Science and
Technology, the students of that de-
partment have given much help to
the Association. FKlag-staffs were
made for the Pratt Institute banners
sold at the fair, and very welcome
was the assistance of the decorating
committee given at that time. Three
bookcases were made in the depart-
ment and presented to the Library
Chapter for its use.

Two entertainments were given by
the High School Alumni Chapter,—
a dance in December and a musicale
and dance in April. These entertain-
ments were successful, and, while they
did not add a great deal to the trea-
sury, they were worth giving, and the
chapter ends the year feeling that
progress has been made and that more
can be done another year. The chap-
ter took charge of the refreshments
at the fair and rendered most efficient
aid. The undergraduates of the High

School took part in the entertainment
this year for the first time. They
conducted a very successful candy
booth.

The head worker at the Settlement,
Miss Mary White Ovington, to
whose wisdom, energy, and devotion
the growth and development of the
Settlement is in very large measure
due, has been granted a leave of ab-
sence for a year. The work will be
left in the hands of Miss Steel, who
has been a volunteer resident worker
for a number of years. Miss Steel’s
intimate knowledge of conditions in
Greenpoint and her experience in the
life of the Settlement give ample as-
surance that the work will continue
to grow and develop as in the past.
We have been fortunate in being able
to secure the services of Miss Macy
as assistant worker for another year.

Looking forward, we feel that we
are justified in the hope that the As-
sociation may fill a larger place in the
social life of the Institute, and that
the interest of the members of the
Institute in the Settlement and the
opportunities presented by it may
steadily increase.

Fosepbine Adams Ratbbone,

President.

THE COURT-YARD.
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Annual Report of the Greenpoint Settlement

OF THE PrATT INSTITUTE NEIGHBORSHIP ASSOCIATION.

g OR six years the Pratt Insti- neighborliness and intelligent under-
tute Neighborship Asso- standing of the communities’ needs
ciation has supported the that Settlements, as such, may cease
%7 Settlement at Greenpoint. to exist.
Beginning in tiny quarters, it now But while the Greenpoint work has
occupies a large house, has rarely gained in support at the Institute, it
fewer than eight residents, and each E;s lost some other helpers who used
year a larger number of persons to conduct club work; this has occa-
comes within its doors. sioned a noticeable falling off in the
No part of its growth has been number of afternoon children this
more satisfactory than that shown in season. Some of our helpers have
its relation with the Institute, its stu- left Brooklyn, others have taken up
dents, alumni, and teachers. The first teaching and are unable to reach the
enthusiasm with which the Associa- Settlement early enough in the after-
tion started upon its Settlement work noon to be of service, while others
gradually waned, as enthusiasm will, have found the trip to Greenpoint
and for a time all save a very few of too wearisome to seem to them worth
the students seemed indifferent to the the effort while there is other philan-
enterprise at Greenpoint. But, dur- thropic work in which they may en-
ing the last two years, and especially gage near at hand. To such of these
during the year that has just passed, as are really interested in the Settle-
the interest in the Settlement has ment’s welfare we would suggest that
grown steadily among the Institute they aid us by providing some enter-
people. Our teachers, drawn largely tainment for us each year. A few of
from the Normal students, have come our old friends have done this, and
to us not only full of determination helped us most cordially this past
to make their classes a success but Christmas, but we need to have many
anxious to learn all that they may of good times planned for our young
the Settlement and its methods. The people —and our older people, too —
governing board has managed the if we are to do our best for them.
finances so ably, and has brought the During the season beginning October
interest of the Settlement so clearly 15, 1900, the Settlement conducted
before the students, that the Associa- eight clubs and twenty-three classes.
tion has gained new and more vigor- A recital of the class work con-
ous life and has rooted itself firmly ducted by the Association will be
in Greenpoint. We may believe it given by each department in another
will continue there, doing more con- part of the Monthly. This does not,
scientious work each year, until the however, include all the classes held
world has grown so in the spirit of at the Settlement. Some of the In-
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stitute’s former pupils have given les-
sons which were not directly under
the Chapter’s supervision; among
them the assistant worker, and
Miss Aeschenbrenner, who has
taught dressmaking successfully for
us for many years. If we were to
count all the dresses Miss Aeschen-
brenner has supervised their number
would reach into the hundreds, and
very pretty gowns they have proved
to be.

Our dancing class has been in ex-
istence for three years, and, under
Miss Cruttenden’s able management,
has greatly improved the character
of the dancing that takes place, in
class and out, within our doors. Our
great difficulty is at present in keep-
ing the class small enough for our
restricted rooms, so many are the
boys and girls who plead to enter it.
This year we carried on successfully
an afternoon class for children, be-
lieving that it would be excellent if
the little boys and girls learned from
the start to be decorous in their good
times. A few children withdrew be-
cause we did not teach the skirt-
dance, and a number were undoubt-
edly disappointed at the lack of
vaudeville methods; but about twen-
ty remained to the last, and amid an
admiring circle of mothers executed
a number of pretty steps. The class
was almost entirely made up of girls,
the little boys perhaps hating dancing-
school as much as did Miss Daskam’s
Dicky, but escaping from it as Dicky
did not.

For four years we have had no
class in stenography, believing the
study too difficult a one to be taught
by amateurs; but this autumn we
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were glad to have a number of young
men and women stenographers in the
neighborhood come to us asking per-
mission to rent one of our rooms
twice a week for a speed-class. We
easily made terms, and the class met
until June, managing its affairs en-
tirely itself. It was pleasant to find
among its members two young men
who had gained their first knowledge
of stenography from Mrs. Esmond’s
lessons given at the Settlement five
years before.

Our music pupils have made con-
siderable progress this year. We
count our musicales, held once a
month, as important educational
work. About half of the programme
is given to performances by the pu-
pils, the other half to the rendering
of good music by good musicians.
There are scarcely any musical socie-
ties in Greenpoint, and our popula-
tion, despite its large German ele-
ment, seems to have no instinctive
love for music of a good order. We
have not found that our young Ger-
man-Americans care for much beyond
a certain thundering execution of a
waltz, so we mean to have the little
children who are taught by us hear,
as frequently as may be, really good
selections. Two musical clubs were
formed this year among our boys.
For their continuance, however, they
need the guidance of some one that
can play the guitar or mandolin. Is
there no one who will volunteer?

Our Penny Provident Bank should
certainly appear with our educational
work, since we feel that it is teachin
the children the valuable lesson o
learning to save. Almost from its
beginning the Settlement has had a
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savings system, and no other of its
activities has shown so remarkable a
growth as this. From holding the
bank half an hour a week in a little
room, with one person in charge,
there is now such a rush at banking
hours that it takes three and some-
times four persons to do the work.
The bank is held three times a week.
Long before the hour of opening the
halls begin to fill with little boys and
girls. They sit on the stairs (we
have so many stairs to sit on!) and
compare books one with another.
Sometimes there will be a scuffle, and
then a patient resident will leave her
dinner and send the offenders out.
Living as we do in an apartment-
house, the front door is always open,
and to send a child into the street is
not the least guarantee that he will
come back again. Our bank receives
deposits from a penny to three or
four dollars. We have undoubtedly
proved the great need of establishing
a savings system in our community,
and at the Penny Provident quarters
they tell us that ours is one of their
best stations.

CLUB WORK.

It seems to be a law of neighbor-
hood guild work that the young peo-
ple should be grouped into clubs. A
plub is the recognized social unit, and
it is expected that, as far as possible,
it will be a self-governing unit. For
this purpose it is well officered,—
almost extravagantly so in some
cases, where a club of five has a
president, vice-president, secretary,
treasurer, and sergeant-at-arms. The
idea of self-government works excel-

lently with us among the adults, who
are used to governing themselves;
but with the children, and especially
among the boys, we have never for
any long-continued time succeeded in
reaching the ideal. Our Irish-Ameri-
can and German-American boys,
when they do misbehave, misbehave
together. They are all leaders, and
only the hand of the director, one
who is not of themselves, can stay
them. The sergeant-at-arms, elected
by the boys to bring to order or to
expel if necessary the unruly youth
when any uproar occurs, will proba-
bly be the first to need expulsion.

We found this year among the
boys—and boys’ club work always
proving our most difficult problem it
seems natural to consider it first—
that they found simply coming in
and sitting in the club room, talking,
playing cards, practising on guitar or
banjo, was a lasting pleasure. The
club room was attractively furnished
this winter, largely through the ef-
forts of the boys themselves, and
they liked to meet there and have a
social time. If those same boys can
be held in a class a second night in
the week, we are satisfied to have
them spend one evening in their own
way. Our best classes with boys this
year have been in sloyd work.

Many of our boys have been with
us four, five, and some six years.
The Grant Club is four years old;
the Dewey Club, under various
names, has been in existence five
years; the Franklin Club four years.
Looking over our old records, we
find few boys who have wholly left
us; so, whatever difficulties we may
have from month to month, we know
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that ours is a home where the same
young people like to come again and
yet again.

If the boys are faithful to us the
girls are not less so. There are some
school-girls who have been obliged
temporarily to leave us as their stud-
ies have grown increasingly difficult,
but they are anticipating coming
again, when they are a little older, to
an evening club. The Sophie May
Club has 1n it six of its original nine
members, a good number, we think,
to keep five years. The Larcom
Club has among its most active mem-
bers four of the six young women
who were the club’s founders. This
club has had a somewhat eventful
year. In May it gave a supper at
which twenty-six were present, six
representatives coming from other
clubs in Brooklyn. The supper was
the outcome of a suggestion given us
in the “ Club Worker,” where a con-
test for gaining new club members
was decided. The club members
divided into two sides, and each side
had until May 1 to bring in all the
new members it could. The side
bringing in the fewer members was
to give a supper to the other side.
Membership with us was to mean
not only election but the payment of
a month’s dues, and many girls who
thought they would like to join
dropped out at that test. We never-
theless, by this method, in two
months gained five good members,
and we had a charming supper, with
a speakers’ table and with toasts that
were responded to by members and
visitors. Then in the summer came
the convention of working-girls’ clubs
in Buffalo, a complete and never-to-

be-forgotten success, which four of
our members were able to attend.

The Woman’s Club has had a suc-
cessful year, enjoying many a good
time, but also considering some of
the serious questions that confront
the members as wives of working-
men. This is a club which we be-
lieve to be very important to the
Settlement.

The Young Men’s Debating Club
has come to stay with us. The num-
ber of young men who care for any-
thing so serious as debating is not
many in Greenpoint, but we have
gathered some ten who are in earnest
in their desire to understand how to
think and how to talk on matters of
present moment. The club this year
was fortunate in securing Mr. Bartley
J. Wright as its leader.

Our roof garden was completed
this summer, and we were able to in-
vite all the young men and women
of our various clubs to be with us
Wednesday evenings on the roof.
We had many good times, and found
it quite spacious after our cramped
room below; for, though we have
been for three years in our new quar-
ters, the inevitable has come, and we
have outgrown our house.

A most important form of work
was undertaken by the Settlement
this year with the advent of its trained
nurse, Miss Graham. Brooklyn has
no adequate system of district nurs-
ing, and our ward was without any
nurse upon whom we had the right
to call for help. Not but what we
did occasionally secure a nurse’s ser-
vices, but she came from a consider-
able distance, and as a favor. Now
we have with us some one upon
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whom our people can call in illness,
and who is ready to go to any case
where poverty makes the payment of
a nurse impossible. That does not
imply that the patients pay nothing.
This is often the case, yet a number
pay what they can. Of course, since
the Settlement has had a trained
nurse all the people who have come
to it have been wonderfully well, and
it seemed at first as though no one
ever again would be ill in Green-
point. But the report of our nurse’s
work for the year shows a large num-
ber of cases attended. The number
of cases for the year was 185; the
number of calls for the year 759, of
which 709 were house calls and 5o
office calls. All that this means—
the saving of life, the relief of suffer-
ing, and the easing a little of the last
weeks of hopeless pain—is a very
_ precious story to the Settlement, but
it is one which can never adequately
be told.

The interested person who visits
Settlements as one of the interesting
sights of a great city is almost sure
before he or she leaves to ask who-
ever is doing the honors of the house.
“And do you notice that there has
been a distinct improvement among
the pupils in the neighborhood since
this work began?” 1 do not know
how this may affect other workers,
but to me the question is half ludi-
crous and altogether unanswerable.
What is meant in the first place by
one neighborhood? Our children
come to us from all parts of the ward.
Does the questioner mean, Have we
affected the lives of 50,000 and more
souls? Do the men drink less, the
boys smoke less, the babies give over
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their coffee? Or do they restrict the
neighborhood, and mean only the
people immediately about us, and
would they count it a distinct im-
provement in the neighborhood that
the little girls on our block play
more gently and gracefully than they
used to, as one of our admiring neigh-
bors assured us they do? Surely, if
the question means anything it
ascribes to the single small Settle-
ment a2 much greater power than it
can possibly wield. It can only in-
fluence a few lives, it can only make
a few friends, and he who looks to
see it regenerate the world that sur-
rounds it must soon know bitter dis-
appointment.

Yet there is a real way in which a
Settlement can make a difference to
all the people of its neighborhood.
There are many reforms that the
municipality and private society are
introducing in our city, and the
neighborhoods where the Settlements
exist are those in which such reforms
are most likely to be located. The
Settlement workers are looking out
for good things, and bring them into
their district if they can. Since we
have been in Greenpoint many ex-
cellent reforms have come to the
ward. For some, we can claim no
smallest credit— but others have ap-
peared partly because of our presence.

These are some that have come
within the last six years. In 1898
the Settlement started the first play-
ground in Greenpoint, aided by the
Parks and Playgrounds Society. The
next two years the Parks and Play-
grounds Society conducted the work,
aided by the Settlement. This last
year, losing its beautiful site, the third
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site to be lost, the society withdrew
from our ward, but the Board of
Education stepped in and established
an excellent playground in the yard
of the Dupont Street school. This
we believe to be progression in the
best direction — the municipalization
of educational enterprises. For three
years the seventeenth ward has had a
vacation school. A large grammar
school has just been opened in Green-
point with the best modern apparatus.
This gives the ward ample school
accommodations for all its children.
A day nursery was opened here this
summer, within two blocks of us. A
dispensary was started last spring, in
the rooms of the Eagle Street Mis-
sion. It is the only dispensary in
Greenpoint. This summer the Set-
tlement was made a station for the
distribution of sterilized milk. Here-
tofore the nearest station was over a
mile away. The Astral, in a part of
which we are housed, has for a year
been under the care of a superinten-
dent who practises the methods of
the best modern rent-collector. Un-
der her management the house has
become one of the most popular
tenements in the city. And, last, the
people of the fourteenth, fifteenth,
and seventeenth wards have succeed-
ed in getting a bill through the legis-
lature obtaining a number of acres of
land, on the edge of Greenpoint and
Williamsburg, for a public park.
When this is laid out it will make an
incalculable difference in the impres-
sion gained by any one coming from
Brooklyn to Greenpoint. Instead of
rushing through a desolate region of
stagnant ponds and ash-heaps, they
will skirt a park of green grass, flow-

ers, and, we hope, a children’s play-
ound.

With so pleasant an entrance to
the ward, there must be a growth of
public spirit, and more and more
educational and social advantages
must come to us, until we can say
that there is a distinct improvement
in Greenpoint. If the Settlement has
aided in some small degree in bring-
ing this about, we can smile at our
seemingly small results and be of
good courage with the opening year.

Mary Wbite Ovington,
" Head Worker.

“Be cheerful and have no regrets
for the wasted or misused past, and
never borrow trouble about the fu-
ture,— but do well the duty which is
nearest to you in the present.”

Charles Pratt.

OFFICERS OF THE
NEIGHBORSHIP ASSOCIATION.

President, . Miss Josephine A. Rathbone.
First Vice-President, Mr. Arthur L. Williston.
Second Vice-President, Mrs. Bertha A. Pfeffer.
Secretary, Miss Adelaide Deming.
Treasurer, . . . . . . Mr.]. T.Pran.
Head Worker, . Miss Mary White Ovington.

PRESIDENTS OF CHAPTERS.

Domestic Art, . Mrs. Robert Humphries.
Domestic Science, Miss Elizabeth Condit.

Fine Arts, . . Mr. Forest Grant.
High School, . . Miss E. L. Warner.
Kindergarten, . Mrs. J. N. Moore.
Library, . . Miss E. M. Peck.

BACK NUMBERS WANTED.

The Boston Book Company is desirous of ob-
taining back numbers of the Pratt Institute
Monthly, for which liberal terms will be paid :
September, 1893, and November, 1895.

The Boston Boox Company,
151, Beacon Street, Boston, Mass,
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Reports of the Chapters of the
Pratt Institute Neighborship Association.

HIGH SCHOOL.

N, URING the past season the
24 ) High School Chapter of the

“)) Neighborship Association
"~ held seven regular meetings,
with an average attendance of six
members,— the membership number-
ing thirty. Two dances were given,
one in December and one, a musical
and dance, in April.

At the time of the fair, the mem-
bers of the chapter assisted the com-
mittee by taking charge of the refresh-
ment tables in the gallery of the gym-
nasium, and were able to turn in $14
towards the receipts of the evening.
In October, the chapter gave $4.50
to Miss Ovington f};r the purchase
of napkins. In April, dues to the
amount of $3 were paid to the gen-
eral Association.

The accounts for the season were
closed on May 10, the treasurer re-
- porting a balance of $10, which
showed some slight progress against
a balance of $2.24 in May, 1900.

"DEPARTMENT OF FINE ARTS.

In addition to raising money for
the Art Students’ Fund, the chapter,
in common with the other depart-
ment chapters, has contributed each
year to the funds of the Pratt Insti-
tute Neighborship Association.

On November 2, 1900, a meeting
of representatives of the chapter was
called for the election of officers, and
at this meeting it was decided to hold
a fair in the middle of December.
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On November 16, 1900, at a meet-
ing of the president, secretary, trea-
surer, and the special board of direc-
tors, 12 was aﬁpropriated to carry
on the work at the Astral Settlement.
Two of the volunteers to assist in the
Settlement work were normal stu-
dents, Miss Quinn and Miss Alice
Smith; two, regular art students,
Miss Nell Murphy and Miss Ethel
Baker; and one, a design student,
Miss Lucile Marvlog. Water-color,
drawing, and manual training were
the su%jects chosen for instruction.

The following report by Miss
Mary Quinn gives an idea of the
purpose and spirit of the work.

The Art Students’ fair was held on
December 15, and was a success so-
cially and artistically. The receipts
amounted to $153.97. The chapter
volunteered a booth for the Associa-
tion fair in February, and from ita
good sum was realized.

In May, the New York Universi-
ty Glee, Banjo, and Mandolin Clubs
were engaged for a concert in the
Assembly Hall of the Institute. The
afternoon threatened a storm, the at-
tendance was small, and the receipts
fell short of expenses. Members of
the department faculty and the stu-
dents very kindly made up the deficit.

Drawings for the scholarship com-
petition were handed in early in June,
and, owing to the excellent quality
of work, it was quite difficult to make
the awards. It was finally decided in
favor of Miss Beulah Stevenson, first
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scholarship; Miss Clara Reynolds,
second scholarship; Miss Adelaide
Deming, first mention.

Special Report of the Class Work.

Certainly it was refreshing after a
long tiresome ride to find an enthusi-
astic crowd of boys waiting for you,
— boys anywhere from nine to twelve
years old, poor, whose only freedom
and fun was the freedom and fun of
the street, but, withal, wholesome,
healthy, and capable boys.

For many reasons it seemed better
to organize a club than to continue a
drawing and manual-training class,
partly because the boys had been in
a school-room or shop all day and
needed a change of social atmosphere.
In school and in the shops they were
bound by rules and authority in
which they held no part, while the
government of the club rested solely
with them.

There were only five present at
the first meeting, so we decided to
have only five officers,— president,
secretary, corresponding secretary,
treasurer, and the instructor as the
advisory board. New elections were
to take place when the membership
reached twelve, which it did at its
second meeting.

The club was organized for educa-
tional and social purposes, and, after
a heated discussion as to whether
Lincoln was a Republican or a Dem-
ocrat, it was named the Lincoln Club.

The money from the Art Stu-
dents’ Fund Association and the club
dues were used to repaint the rooms
and to buy sloyd knives and wood.
We started out with making careful
working drawings of models before
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whittling them, and later made suc-
cessful attempts at boxes and stools.

The social side was confined to
conversations and readings, which
were meant to be in the line of cur-
rent events, though they usually re-
sulted in the taking up of subjects
which were more personal and nearer
to their boyish hearts. An air-castle,
—a prospective minstrel show,—to
raise money with which to buy books

and magazines, filled them with joy -

for a few weeks, but the show didn’t
0, because the advisory board didn’t
Eave time to push it.

Miss Mary Fernald became 2
member of the advisory board and
gave very valuable assistance.

That the boys learned a certain
amount of drawing, or a certain
amount of manual training, has its
own value in their lives, peﬁla s ; but
the greatest value came with the self-
control, the acknowledged submission
to law, and the practical working out
of a social democratic problem.

Mary F. Quinn.

DEPARTMENT OF DOMESTIC ART.

The Neighborship Chapter of the
Department of Domestic Art carried
on the Saturday morning sewing-
school in the Kindergarten room of
the Astral at Greenpoint, as it has
done for the past five or six years.
The school numbered about ninety
children, with an average attendance
of sixty-five. It was under the care
of Miss Harriet L. Briggs, who was
its superintendent the year before,
and had a corps of eight teachers, all

students of the sewing course at Pratt .

Institute. They were prompt and

regular in attendance and most inter- ,
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ested in the progress of the little girls.

- made good progress.

Much nice work was accomplished.
The older girls made underclothes
for themselves, learning to cut and
plan and to sew by mac%line.

Mrs. Lena B. Humpbhries acted as
president of the chapter. Among its
other activities were two large even-
ing classes in millinery and one in
dressmaking. These classes were
taught by the normal students of the
Department of Domestic Art, and
One sewing-

- machine was purchased by the chap-

ter and added to its equipment, also

- a large number of cutting-tables. All

. mas time.

these classes met weekly from Octo-
ber to June, with a holiday at Christ-
The Saturday morning

sewing-school closed with a social

. recitations, and ice-cream an

~ were enjoyed by all.

meeting largely attended, when gamis,
cake

DEPARTMENT OF
DOMESTIC SCIENCE.

During the past winter the Neigh-
borship Chapter of the Department
of Domestic Science received a call
from Miss Ovington for teachers of
the classes in cookery for the Settle-
ment. In response to this, eight of
the second-year normal students took
upon themselves the responsibility of
the classes. The Misses Dahl, David-
son, Mosman, and Stewart taught
the classes in cookery, and the Misses
Bradt, Gillett, Martin, and McGiffert
assisted the students of the Depart-
ment of Domestic Art in the classes
in sewing.

The f%ur classes in cookery num-
bered respectively ten, ten, thirteen,
and ten, and in age ranged from an
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average of twelve years to an average
of twenty-eight. The four classes in
sewing put in charge of the Domestic
Science students numbered twenty-
five, twelve, twenty, and eighteen,
and in age ranged from an average
of six to an average of twelve years.
The terms of the classes were twelve
weeks, with the exception of Miss
Dahl’s, which was extended to twenty
weeks, and that of Miss Mosman, to
twenty-two.

The students found the work a
welcome opportunity for testing their
teaching ability, and uniformly re-
ported the pupils as courteous and
well-behaved in manner and earnest
in work. Their interest was well sus-
tained, and bore fruit in added skill
and enthusiasm for home-making.

The prospective classes for the
coming year are larger than for any
previous year at the time of organiza-
tion. For each line of work there are
already fifty applicants.

DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARIES.

The Library Chapter of the Pratt
Institute Neighborship Association
had in circulation this year four home
libraries, the visitors, seven in num-
ber, being in each case members of
the first-year library class.

One meeting of the visitors was
held during the year, at which sug-
gestions were made in regard to
books necessary to meet the require-
ments of the children, the chief lack
being that of good books for girls
and for young children. A request
for games was made, in response to
Whic%:l three were purchased,— Bible
Questions, Anagrams, and Authors.
Through the kind offices of Mr.
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Williston, the Department of Science
and Technology made and presented
to the chapter three new book-cases,
making five the number owned. The
chapter owns also 240 books, about
30 of which were presented last sum-
mer through the efforts of Miss
Homans, and six this winter by Mr.
Welsh of Scribner’s.

All of the homes in which the
libraries have been located wish them
again next year.

DEPARTMENT OF KINDERGARTENS.

Last May the Alumna Associa-
tion of the Kindergarten Department
was reorganized. It has now within
the lar%'cr organization a Neighbor-
ship Chapter of sixteen members,
with Mrs. J. M. Moore, of the class
of 1898, as chairman. Each class
that has graduated has two represen-
tatives in the chapter.

A new era dawned with the recon-
struction, and with it have come some
changes that are most delightful.
First and most important are the new
rooms given us by the Institute Trus-
tees for the kindergarten. At one
corner of the Astral building is a
large room that was formerly used as
a store. This was remodelled to
meet the needs of the children, and,
thanks to the untiring efforts of the
superintendent of the building, was
ready for occupancy on September 9,
the opening day of the kindergarten.
The room has been decorated in
green, the larger windows filled in
with screens, and a glass cupboard for
materials added. A dressing-room
partitions off the larger room to avoid
any contact with clothing, and the
plumbing is new and of the most ap-

roved kind. To make possible an
ideal kindergarten by giving right
physical conditions is the thought of
the Trustees.

It is interesting to know that many
remarks were made by people passing
by the new rooms, such as, “ Well,
we are going to have a kindergarten
in our neighborhood; isn’t that
EOOd?" And these comments show

ow that which is seen is alone under-
stood, for the kindergarten has been
there seven years but has been in the
basement.

Eighty-four children registered the
first day, and for the hgxl'st month
there has been an average daily at-
tendance of sixty-eight.

The Trustees suggested another
good idea, and with it made a gener-
ous offer—that the kindergartner
should become a permanent member
of the Astral settlement and share
the life of the resident workers. T his
was made possible by an arrangement
that makes living expenses light.
With the selection of Miss Amelia C.
Brown, class of 1898, for kindergart-
ner, our cup of blessing seems full.

Department of Kindergartens.

Neighborship Committee.

Mrs. J. N. Moore, Chairman.,
Miss Sophie Brady, Class of "94.
Mrs. George E. Reed, Class of "94.
Mrs. Jarvis Carter, Class of "g5.
Miss Julia P. Roberts, Class of *g5.
Miss Florence Hughes, Class of *96.
Miss Elizabeth Delapicrre, Class of "96.
Miss Jennie H. Nicholson, Class of *97.
Miss Laura G. Williams, Class of '97.
Miss Amelia C. Brown, Class of 'g8.
Miss Laura C. Crawford, Class of *98.
Miss Jeannette Wallace, Class of '99.
Miss Elizabeth F. Mascord, Class of '99.
Miss Lottie B. Gore, Class of 'oo.
Miss Ella F. Woodward, Class of 'co.
Miss Lilian Walton, Class of "o1.
Miss Mary S. Packard, Class of 'o1.
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Pratt Institute Chemical Alumni Association.

«« The object of this Association shall be the
maintenance of an intimate relation of its mem-
bers with Pratt Institute, and the promotion of
goodfellowship, of mutual interest, and of chem-
ical knowledge among its members.’’

««Students who have completed the second
year, and instructors who have been connected
with the evening chemistry course, shall be eli-

gible to active membership.”’
From the Constitution of the P. 1. C. A. A.

A rew graduates and in-
structors of the evening
chemical course of Pratt
Institute held a meeting,

uuling e early months of 1899, for
the purpose of or?nizing an Alumni
Association. Only seven men were
present, but, nothing daunted, they
planned for a dinner and reunion of
the graduates of the course with the
object of forming a permanent asso-
ciation. On April g of the same year
the dinner was given at the Hotel
Margaret, and seventeen were pre-
sent. A constitution was adopted, and
it was resolved to have a dinner and
reunion every year.

On April 10, 1900, the second
annual reunion was held at the Ger-
mania Club, and at this time twenty-
seven were present. It was voted at
this meeting to have four gatherings
a year, and to adopt a pin as a badge
of membership.

The first of the regular quarterly
meetings of the association was held
at the Elephant Club, May 22, 1900.
Over thirty were present, and it was
voted to revise the constitution, in-

corporate the association, and system-
atize a method of securing situations
for unemployed members. It was also
announced that the officers would un-
dertake to secure one or two men of
prominence in the chemical trade to
address the quarterly meetings. When
the new constitution was adopted, the
form of government was changed to a
board o? directors, consisting of the
president, vice-president, secretary-
treasurer, and three other members.

The quarterly meetings have been
a success. The annual dinner is held
each year on the second Thursday in
April. The dues of the association
are one dollar a year. The cost of
the dinner is extra, and is optional.

The annual dinner and business
meeting was held this year at the
Drug Trade Club. Forty-three were
present, of which number three were
guests.

At the quarterly meeting held in
June, 1901, the idea of a chemical
library for the association was sug-
gested and is now under the consid-
eration of the officers.

With a membership of about sixty-
five, consisting of nearly all who are
entitled to membership, and a general
attendance of at least fifty per cent. at
the quarterly meetings and of sixty-
five per cent. at the annual dinner, it
is unnecessary to say that the Pratt
Institute Chemical Alumni Associa-
tion is a live, active organization, of
interest to its members.
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Annual Report
Of the Pratt Institute Free Library

For THE YEAR ENDING JUNE 30, 1901.

To THE TrusTEES, GENTLEMEN :

QIIEREWITH I beg to
I: submit the report of
|i the Free Library of
‘n| Pratt Institute for the
d <__J year ending June 3o,
The year has been one of

1901.
considerable activity and we hope

progress, and durini the latter part
of the year there have been gains
both in registration and circulation,
owing in part doubtless to the rainy
spring, which has interfered with out-
of-door occupations and amusements.

The organization of the Long Isl-
and Library Club has proved, as we
hoped, a step toward closer co-opera-
tion and a better understanding
among the libraries of the city. Steps
have been taken toward a satisfactory
division of the field of purchase and
an outlining of the specialties of the
various book-collections, also toward
a co-operative bulletin of additions
and work with the schools, while the
later meetings of the club have been
devoted to topics of pressing interest
to every public library, such as the
abolition of red-tape wherever practi-
cable, the choice of scientific books
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for the children’s department, etc.
The membership of the club is in-
creasing and includes some teachers.
The policy of the club is to welcome
those who come as members of other
professions and as users of libraries,
since thus we feel sure of obtaining
valuable information and help from
those who see our work from other
points of view than ours.

The annual meeting of the Ameri-
can Library Association, at Wauke-
sha, Wisconsin, was attended by the
Director of this library, and a paper
was presented on “ Some Experiences
in Foreign Libraries.”

The principal new work of the
year has been the establishment of
the Information-desk on a sound

“footing, and although its benefits

have been felt throughout the Libra-
ry it seems best to report on this
later under the work of the Circulat-
ing Department, since the desk itself
is placed in the delivery-room.

CIRCULATING DEPARTMENT.

Open from g a. M. to 6 p. M. on all week-days
except Fourth of July, Labor Day, Thanks-
giving, Christmas, New Year, Washington’s
Birthday, and Decoration Day, and from g
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A. M. 10 9:30 P. M. On Mondnys, Wednes-
days, and Saturdays.

Registration.

Registration of adults, at the Main

Library 2,407
Registration of clnldren undcr fourteen,
at the Main Library . . . 1,228
Registration of adults, at the Aatral
Branch 291
Registration of cl'uldren under fourteen,
at the Astral Branch . 396
Total registration for the year . 4,322
Total renewals (to be added) . 3,425
Total 7,747
Total expirations (to be deducted) 5,027
Growth in reglstnmon . . 2,720
Total registration to datc . 60,639

The total active membership, June
30, 1901, is reckoned as 39,913. The
total proportion of renewals to expira-
tions has been more than three-fifths,
as can be seen. Mention should also
be made of the 257 transfers of chil-
dren whose cards in the Children’s
Department were still in use when
they attained the age of fourteen, and
who were transferred to the Main Li-
brary instead of being required to re-
new their application. Trace of the
children who continue to use the
Main Library at any interval after
leaving the Children’s Department,
can be kept easily from the fact that
the children’s register has a block of
borrowers’ numbers not used in the
Main Library, and these numbers
continue the same when the child is
transferred or when he renews his
application for the use of the Library.
397 cards have been given to teach-
ers, allowing the use of six books at
a time, for one month, without re-

newal. This is the largest number
given out in any year since these
cards were introduced.

Circulation.

The circulation from the Main Li-
brary has been as follows:

To borrowers over 14 years of age . 149,266
To borrowers under 14 years of age 33,847
To the Astral Branch e e e . 3,766
To City Park Chapel . . 100
To St. Luke’s Chapel . . “54
To Simpson Methodist ]umor League 200
To Good Will Club . . .. 330
To Boys’ Welcome Hall . 200
Circulation of books in the French
language . . 3,450
Circulation of books in the German
language . . 4,530
Circulation of books from the Open
Shelves 15,255
210,998
Circulation of the Astral Branch to
borrowers over 14 . . 15,451
Circulation of the Astral Branch to
borrowers under 14 11,759
Total circulation for home use . 238,208

The average percentage of fiction
circulated was 63.2 per cent. at the
Main Library. The circulation from
the open shelves does not show an
increase, owing probably to the small
size of the collection. All popular
new books, except new fiction, are
placed in this room, and the conse-
quence is that the shelves are crowd-
ed, and even window-seats and trucks
have been brought into requisition.
After taking careful measurements
and blocking out on paper the possi-
bilities of the entire delivery-room as
an open-shelf room, I am ready to
recommend to you such a disposition
of the space. This would give us an
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added capacity of 3500 volumes or
more. These added to the 2000 vol-
umes now shelved there would give
a good-sized collection free of access
to the public. As the entire plan with
all details has been furnished you, I
need not go further into the matter
in this report, save to say that the
change seems highly desirable.

The collection of duplicate novels,
circulated at five cents a volume per
week, now consists of 27 works. The
supply of these has not been extrava-
gant, so that when the demand has
ceased there have been few copies of
any one book left to cumber tEe reg-
ular shelves for any length of time,
and some copies have worn out by
the time the demand had come to an
end. They have nevertheless gone
far to dispose of the chronic com-
plaint with which libraries are so fa-
miliar, that one can never get the new
novels.

The question of the reserving of
books by means of reserve postal-
cards would seem to be pertinent just
here. 4865 cards were sold the past
year, a much larger number than ever
before. Without doubt, this repre-
sents an abnormal demand for a few
books, owing largely to the present
advertising methods adopted by pub-
lishers. It means also the retirement
from circulation for twenty-foyr hours
(sometimes more) of the books re-
served, and the failure, therefore, of
each book to do the duty possible to
it if kept in constant circulation. In
view of this, and of the extra work
entailed by so many reserves, it seems
desirable to discourage somewhat the
reserving of books, and I should
therefore recommend an increase in
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price of the reserve cards, especially
as this Library has always sold them
at a lower price than that set by other
libraries.

Perhaps the most noticeable change
in our statistics comes from the re-
port on mending. Last year 54,967
volumes were mended at the Main
Library and Branch; this year only
29,057. There is a decrease also in
the number of volumes discarded, so
it cannot be that we are discarding
books which before we thought wor-
thy of mending; neither is there
much increase in the rebinding. We
are led to conclude either that the
decreased demand for books the first
half of the year has meant less wear
and tear, that the mending is better
done, that the books are more care-
fully handled by borrowers, or that
all three of these things are true. It
cannot be said truthfully that books
are better made than they were last
year.

The “Information-desk” was es-
tablished as a regular feature of the
Library November 1st. It had pre-
viously been tried in our old quar-
ters, and last year in the spring, with
students in charge,—just enough to
show that in proper hands it could be
made a most important factor in our
work. Miss Winifred L. Taylor,
who was called from Freeport, Illi-
nois, to help us make the experiment,
had had twelve years’ experience as
volunteer librarian of the town-
library, helping to select books for
purchase and to guide people in their
choice of reading. She had after-
wards for years been a member of the
library board. Miss Taylor was left
entirely to her own devices as to
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clerical work, as we wished her to
feel that she could have time to sup-
ply the wants that she herself might
perceive in the way of lists, etc. The
experiment has been tried for seven
months and a half, and has confirmed
us fully in our belief in the value of
an information-desk for the giving
not only of information but o% help
and counsel. Of course, the class
chiefly benefitted is young people.
Those who have been transferred
from the Children’s Department
have carried a line of introduction to
the desk and made the acquaintance
of the Main Library under good au-
spices. Young men and women also
have not been slow to avail them-
selves of its help, as well as persons
new to the Library and unacquainted
with the necessary forms. The feel-
ings and perplexities of the public
with regard to certain customs and
regulations have found voice and a
sympathetic hearing, and many mis-
understandings have been corrected,
mistakes rectified, and the reasons of
certain procedure made clear. For
all this work, time is a most necessary
element, and in the hands of a judi-
cious assistant produces results well
worth its expenditure.

To go into some detail as to re-
sults, we may perhaps use Miss Tay-
lor’s own account of some parts of
the work accomplished. In January
she says: “ A number of boys and
girls have been transferred from the
Children’s Room and many others
have begun taking books for the first
time. I have taken these young peo-
ple one by one, and taught them how
to consult the printed lists and the
card-catalogue, explaining all their
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cabalistic signs. I have assisted them
in making out their first lists of a
dozen numbers or more, representing
a variety of authors; through this list
of twelve books by different authors
they have the ground-work for selec-
tions of fifty or sixty books or more.
In making out these first lists with
the boys, I omit the Henty, Ellis,
and Munroe books, as they all know
these authors, and aim to enlarge
their circle and to call their attention
to writers of whom they know noth-
ing. The boys and girls usually pay
strict attention and so begin the use
of the Library intelligently. I have
assisted a number of persons who, not
being able to get the latest books,
have seemed at sea in the matter of
selection, helping them to make out
fresh call-slips with the numbers of
books not so greatly in demand. 1
think the public are appreciative of
the fact that there is some one in the
room whose time is entirely at their
service. A number of persons, in con-
versation at this desk, have seemed
for the first time to realize the rela-
tion of literature to character, and in
some cases of which we know have
extended our work beyond the libra-
ry by themselves undertaking the
guidance of the reading of younger
persons, coming back occas:onallv tor
consultation. Students of music and
art, deeplw interested in their subject,
but quite unaware that it had a litera-
ture, have been introduced to the
theory, history, and biography of art
and music.”

In February Miss Taylor reports:
“1 notice in looking through the
shelves that many of the Ellis books
are in, and that Tomlinson is gaining
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in popularlty I also hear much less
regret expressed for the absent Oliver
Optic and Alger, and more opinions
to the effect that the Henty books
are all very much alike. Some of the
boys are beginning to take out a sec-
ond book, the ¢ not fiction,” and that
gives a chance tc;\/lget them interested
in fresh lines. y list of books for
this purpose is very popular.” I
find my book-lists a very great con-
venience, but experience convinces
me that to hand even a most care-
fully selected list to any individual
and to expect him to get just what he
wants from it is like sending a sick
man into a drug-store and telling him
to help himself, that every bottle on
the shelves is good for something.
One must study the symptoms be-
fore recommending either book or
remedy. . . . I know of perhaps twen-
ty novels —aside from the standard
series of fiction—which have a cer-
tain quality of all-round, bright medi-
ocrity, novels of a certain indefinable
social standing, that I feel safe in
recommending to the average reader;
these, of course, are books with no
marked peculiarity either in the sub-
ject or the manner of treatment, or in
the characteristics of the writer,—

stories of steady movement and
plenty of light and