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OUR RECORD CLEAN
ASSERTS DAN LEHON

Says They Could Have Es-

caped Trouble by Assert-
ing Frank’s Guilt, But It
Would Have Violated
Their Convictions.

Asserting that if he and Detlective
Burns were as (uestionuble as they are
accused by the police, it would have
been an easy matter for thern to have
announced that Leo Frank was guilty
and. thereby escaped the prosecutions
that are being waged azainst them,
Dan 8, T.ehon has issued through The
Constitution a statement to the public,

Lehon accuses Chlef Beavers and
Chief Lanford of incownsistency, in that
they announced publicly that they
would gladly co-operate with Detective
Rurns and his investigators when the

noted detective first entered into the
Mary  Phagan murder h\\'es’tigntion.
Now, however, Lehon states, although

no objection was made at first, the two
police officials have associated them-
gelves with the prosecution that is now
under way in police court,
The card follows:
Tenon’s Card.

Auanta, Ga.,,  May s, It

To the People of Atlanta: In justice to
myself, my family and my friends through-
out the southern states, T fee! that some
statement should come from me as to the
numerous charges whieh are being pre-
ferred against me and by employer, William
J. Burns, whic are being published broad-
cast throughout the country, on account of
our connection with the investigation into
the murder of Mary FPhagan, .

To begin with, 1 hold the position of
manager of the southern division of the
William J. Burns International Detective
agency, and deem it an honor to hold & po-
sition under Mr. Burnyg, who has perform-
ed so many great services fur this country,
and whose every effort is to conduct his
agency on the very highest plane,

At the request of Mr. Burng, 1 came to
Atlanta on March 24 to asslst hhm in this
investigation, \We entered upon this inves-
tigation, as we have done all of our o,
with the sole purpose in view of ascertain-
ing the truth, and of making public and
declaring whatever we did find to be the
truth, Mr, Burns informed me that his
contract with our clients had this express
un‘dgrslnndlnz,

Ve began the investigation with this end |
weeks of thor-:

in view, and atter severul
ough investigation into the varlous angles
ol the case, we became thoroughly satistied
that Leo M. Frank was innocent uof this
murder, and we had no hesilancy in ex-
pressing our couclusion in this respect,
Of course, we realized at the times it
would meet greater popular favor had
announced that Frank was the gulity inan,
and If we were inclined to resort to ques-
tionabile methods, as charged against  us,
how easy it would have been for us to have
announced, against our own convictions,
that Frank was the guilty man and have
sccured the favor of those how turned
against us, and thus avolding all this un-
pleasunt notoriety which we are now sub-
Jected to, being indicted by the grand jury
on a charge that I am thoroughly innocent
of and being brought to police headquars
——

1945)

humiliations
tind ex-

ters and subjected to other
which any American citiaen will
tremely unpleasant.

Utterly

L have resided in the south for the
fiftesn years and have in the soutir
berless friends who will be utterly shocked
at thae charges preferred against me and
published throughout the south, which
charges are wholly without foundation.

As to the ind!ctments found against e
by the present grand jury, basec tl
testimony of a confessed perj Ve
hid no connection with any transaction
which will even smack of subornation of
perjury. but on the contrary, I have uscd
my utmost endeavors to bring out the
truth and that alone, and I am willing to
have my every act in this care bear the
closest serutiny., There is no man living
who ean truthfully state that Mr. Burns,
myself or anyone connected with the Burns
Fency requested anyone to give testimony
}\')llir:h was’ false or which we belleved was
alse, .
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Suid They Would Co-operate.

A8 to the cases made agaiost Mr. Burns
and myself by the police commissloners, this
is Indeed surprising in view of the fact thut
when we first came to this city and an-
nounced that we intended to investigate the
Aary Phagan murder, all of the city of-
Hleials, including Chicf Beavers and Chief
Lanford, publicly announced that they
would  gladly co-operate with us, and no
objection whatever wuas made at that time,
nor since that time, to our investigating
this case without the approval of the polics
commissioners, We  did not conceal our
presence In the city, and have never in-
terviewed a single person without first ex-
plaining who we were, and what our pur-
pose way in secking the interview, and ne
one can truthfully gaiusay this. The Burns
agency does business in every city of prom-
inece in this country and in some of the
principal citles of lurope, employing over
3,000 operatives, and it was our purpose
to render the tme  service here as we
have done elsewhere,

We have committed no act of which we
are ushamed since our connection with this
Investigation, and our only crime has been
possibly the public anhouncement of our be-
ter In Leo M. Frank’s innocence, which was
only made after the most thorough Investi-
gation on our part. To have announced any
other vonviction would have been to stultify
our own consclence, which we are unwilling
to do even for public approval; and, while
there may be some who are willing for us
to suffer any inidignity or persecution be-
cause of our conviction in Frank’s inno-
cence. I am conitldent that the fajr-minded
public will not submit to the continuance
of this perzecution for sueh uninag rasanne

DAN S. LEHON.
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