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- T0BIE LEAVES TODAY

Dan P. Lehon Holds Confef—_
ence With Solicitor General
Hugh Dorsey and Other
Officials and Then Makes
Announcement of Severance
of Connection With Case.

FELDER TO CONTINUE
PROBE, HE DECLARES;
NO STATEMENT SOON

“One of the Girls” in the Pen-~
cil Factory Brings State-
ment to The Constitution
Defending the Character of
Employees — Bribery At-
tempts Are Denied.

As a startling cllinax to the sensa-
tlonal turn of affalrs in the Mary Pha-
gan murder investigation, it was an
nounced yesterday by Dan P. Lehon,
superintendent of the Burns.southern
offices, that hls agency had retired
from the investigation of the Atlanta
mystery. '

The announcement was made after a
conference he held for several hours
with Solleltor General Hugh M. Dor.
sey and other officials promoting the
investigatlon. C. W. Tobie, chief ot
the Burns criminal department, wha
has been in command of the Burns men
at work on the case, leaves for Chli-
cago this morning.

Toble Mukes Statement.

Tobie was seen last night by a re-
erter for ‘hhe Constitution dn his
apartments at the Pledmont hotel, He
was preparing to leave the city,
but spared time to give the news-
paper man a statement regarding the
departure of the Burns forces and
thelr attitude in the Mary Phagan
case. General Superintendent Lehon,
he sald, left Atlanta Monday aftere
roon. .

“The connection of the Willlam J.
Burns agency with the Phagan case,”
he tola the reporter, “ls now severed
entirely. We” have nothing whatever
tc do with the investigation. When
these bribery charges were' published
I 1mmediately notified Dan Iehon,
general superintendent of the south-
ern branches of our organization.

“He came t{o Atlanta Monday morn-
ing. After he and 1 had conferred
and he had talked with the solicltar
zeneral and other officials interested
tu the' case, his decision was to drop
operationg and return to Chicago. I
will probably leave tomorrow or the
following day—just as soon as mat-
ters can be satisfactorily arranged.”

“What js the principal reason for
vour severance of connection?’ he
was asked. .

“Primarily, because, in the face of
cpen opposition and efforts to frus-
trate our work, we cannot success-
fully operate,” he sald. "We cannot
render service proportionate to the
money we are being pald. It is being
insinuated by certain forces that we
are striving to shield Frank,

Trank Guilty, I DBelteve,

“That is absurd. From what I de-
veloped In my investigation I am con-
vinced that Frank is the gullty man.
We were working on the theory that
he was the miurderer. We avere em-
ployed to find the slayer. We would
have done Iit, too, and pluned the
gullt bevond a doubt, had we rematned
Jenger on the ground.”

Toble sald the hribery charges of
Chief Lanford and the counter charges
were unfortunate, in that they creatle
a situation which deplorably hampers
the investigation of the murder,

“Solicitor Dorsey told Lehon,” To-
bie sald, “that he poussessed evidence
te conviet Frank, and that the Inves-
tigation had been so thorough and
successfu) that, realiy, the Burns men
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would not be greatly needed any
lunger. He pralsed us for the work
we aid in the ghort timoe we were on
the case, and srld we had developed
new phases which would prove inval-
uabdle to his case.”

. Confidence in Felder.

The Burns agent algo.declared hls
teliet in Colone] Felder's sincere and
honest attitude in fhe Phagan case.
He sald the attorney had employed
hiz agency only to apprechend the
slayer, and that upon his arrival in
Atlanta, he had been told by Felder
that, from all appearances, Frank was
Builty.

He stated, too, that he had ng¢ver
exerted a single effort toward investi-
gating alleged corruption in the poljce
o1 detective department, and that he
bhad never anticipated dolng so. .

Colonel T. B, Felder, foremost fig-.
ure in the bribery charges and coun-
ter charges of police corruption, would
make no statement to reporters Mon-
day. He would not commit himselt
on Lehon's statement that the Burnsg
men had detached themselves from
the Phagan fnvestigation.

Mr. Felder says, however, that his
fndividual investigation swould contin.
ue as in ‘the past, and that he had no
intention whatever of ending his ef-
forts. Not until he decms it sea-
sonfble, hg declares, will he issue ad-
ditional statements to the newspapers.

Lehon Reaches Atlanta.

Lohon came from New Orleans Mon-'
day In answer to {nstructions given,
it {s sald, from his New York office,
sending him to Investigate the Atlan-

ta situation. He {mmediately con-
ferred with the sollcitor general and
others.

The {ndictment of I.eco Frank has not
gerved to lessen in thg slightest the
energy of the pollce headquarters de.
tectives, the Pinkerton men and the
solteitor general’s staff. Chief Lan-
ford and IHarry Scott, of the Pinkertons,
both say that they each unearthed ev-
fdence sufficient to convict the suspeet-
c¢d superintendent. No new develope-
ments arose Monday,

Frank maintalns hig attitude of si-
lence, refusing to sce anyone besldes
his friends and relativés. A stranger
greeting him in his cell at the Tower
gets only a [leeting gllimpse of the
prisoner.

Nribery Attempts Deniecd.

Strong dental is made, however, of
rumored bribery attempts to pay wit-
nesses for the prosecution to leave the
clty. These dcenials are made by ate
tornoys representing the suspect.  Ane-
other denial of a published report was

made Monday by Colonel Felder, who ‘
declared that the rumor of his ellm-
fnation from the Phagan case was
false to thg core, and that his efforts, |
instead of =slacking, would continue!
with renewed vigor. '

It was published that Mr. Felder 1s
ellminated entlrely from the case, and |
that, up until the time he had bhegun to |
“bombard’ the public with statements of !
his bellef of Frank's gulll, It was gen- !
erally helleved he was in the suspect’s
employ. Complete denial is made of
this report. |

The followInf unsigned statement
has been personally submitted to The
Constitution by a young girl employee |
of the Natlonal Pencil factory, who
champliong conditions In that plant and
the character of thelr imprisoned su- .
perintendent:

“I wish to speak in hehalf of our
factory and the girls working there
and would ke for the public to know
that we all thought just as much o
little Mnary Phagan as we possib)
could, and are just us anxlous to see
the guilty punished as the rost of the
public. M

“Nothing wasg ever said about the
glrls of the Natlonal Pencll factory
untll after the terrible murder, but
since, there has been one continual
talk just as though wo Wwere to blame
for the deed.

Good Am Any Girls.

“Jt the publlc would only interest
themselves enough to look into other
factories and stores, they would soon
find that the gliris of the Natfonal Pene
ell factory are just as pood as any
other set of working girls in the cfty.

“Qf courge, it looks rathor hard to
the publlc for us to have to work In
the butlding where one of our com-
panions was so horribly murdered. But,
even at that, we are all poor girls,
trying to make an honest Uving and
we try not to think of the grewsomse
tragedy any more than possible, and
wo have the Interest of the company
ton much at heart to desert them in
timeg of trouble.

“We try to look on tho hright side
of this trouble, and hope 1t will be only
a few days until cverything will be
all right once more. We all hope and
pray that the gullty will be duly pun-
ished and the innocent glven thelr
freedom, for«we all feel that our su-
perintendent was and still is a soul
himself so much as to think of such a
thing, much less commit duch a hor- |
rible crime. |

“Hoping the gullty man will soon be |
brought to justice, and that the pub- |
He will soon be ratisfled, I am !

A gir]l of the National Pencll fac-
tory.”

Confers With Pollee.

C. €. Sears, superintendent of the
Atlanta branch of the Burns detective
agency. communpleated with Chief Bea-
vers and Chiet f.anford Monday after-
noon, telling them ¢f the severance of
connection with the Phagan investiga-
tion, and notifylng them that he would
mafl letters of explanation to the
police department some time today.

According to Chief Lianford, Superin-
tendent Sears gave as the reason for
the Burns nctlon the desire to get out
of an unfortunate situation. Tobie, he
sald, would return {mmediately to Chi-
cago to resume his duties as chlet of
the criminal department.

Regarding the Burnsg'
Lanford has sald:

“Toble, I belleve, §g straight and hon-
est. Mo was victimized by Felder, The
Burns man, I am convineced, was work-
ing toward the interest of thoso seck-
ing to clcar the mystery. He just
voarded the wrong boat, that was all—
like the old dog Tray, got mixed In
the wrohg company.”

agent, Chief

CHIEF JAMES L. BEAVERS'
REPLY TO MAYOR \\’Q.O_D\\'Alln

“If Beavers and Lanford' Permitted
Fehuary, 'n trusted man,’ to go out.,
and clrculate lles about -corruption in
the police department in an effort to
trap someonse, they have debatiched '
their officers, and the soonor they are |
put out the better It wlill be for the |
men who work under them.” |

Mayor James G. Woodward made the |
above reply to Chief James L. Beavers |
in a gtatement to The Constltution late
Monday afternoon. The mayor declared |
that Iebuary’'s part in the conspiracy |
has destroyed hls usefulness with the.
department;, and he 18 not fit to serve
with honorable men,

“In my opinlon, and I belleve every
decent cltizen of Atlanta wlill agree .
with -me, Febuary is not fit to secrve |
in the department In any capaclty,” '
Mayor Woodward continued. “How can
Beavers or Lanford, or the members |
of the police commission, place falth '
in him. Ie has drsgged the depart-
‘ment through flith of his own mak-
"ing. He has ,cast reflection, by his,
act, on the blue uniform.” |

Beavers’ Charge Itefuted;

Mayor Woodward scathingly de-
nounced Chiet Beavers' allegatiow that
he (Woodward) urged the reopening of
the Manhattan avenue district. He ad-
mits telllug Beavers. that the district
would he oponed as a result of public
demand for the interest of sociely, be-
cause of the scattered conditions.

He declared that he has never placed
a straw in the way of Chief Beavers'
vice crusade, and cxplained that when-
ever he called the chinf ta his office
it was for the purpose of referving
complaints to him—complaints of bad
conditions in respectable nelghbor-
hoods.

May~r Woodward sald that on one
occasion he referred to the chlef a
letter written by a respectahlo wo-
man—the mother of little childrey—
who complatned that there was an
fmmoral house near her home, and she
wanted the police to proteét her and
her bables.

“Thls woman told me that she had
writtea Chief Beavers about the house

P straight thing?

"caga llke that of the

. E Y .
some ten days before=she wrote me,
and nothing was ever done,” Mayor
Woodward said, “All ‘that 1 have ever
heard of the complaint s :that the
house is quieted down.” '

Mayor. Woodward says that the only
time he has called‘Beavers to taskt was
when he recelved complaints of women
being insulted in the central portions
of the city.

Proicet Reapectable YWomen,

“I-told him of the conditions as re-
ported to me, and urged him to clean
up ths central portlons of the eity
so that respectable women might be
safe.”

As to the Eva Clark affair,. Mayor
Woodward sald that the women came
to him and explained that horself and
het mother wanted to move ’'into a
house near the Grady hoapital—96
Armstrong street—and that he inform.
ed her that she had the right to live
wherever she pleased, just so long- as
she conducted a moral house and lived
within the law, He says that he Jald
the whele matter before Beavers just
as the Clark women lald 1t before
him.

Mayor Woodward further stated that
the whole affalr casts a dirty reflectivn
on the heads of the police department)
and that the part they played iIn it
branded thom as belng unfit to guard
the Mves and property-of the people
of Atlanta.

‘“Men who wlill allow their personal
characters and thelr oftices to bo drag-
ged through such a mess cannot hope
to gain the respect and esteem of the
people they serve,” ‘he said. “When
I*ebuary came to mo and told me that
Beavers and Lanford were protecting
disorder}y houses and blind tigers, 1
knew that it wasg olther true or that
ho was lylng.

Gave Iim Nenefit of Doubt,

“I decided, for the time belng, to
glve him the benefit of the doubt. If
I had known that that visit to the
Wiillams house would be the last time
I would see him I would have shown
him up for the ilar that he 1s. But
in the interest of tho public I decided
to give him leeway, I did not expose
him, because J dld not want to do the
police department an injustice, ’

“1 think I have made my position
clear 1p the people. I am just gs
anxious now as I wasg at that time to
correct any evils {n the city govern-
ment.”

FEBUARY AND I'HE POLICR .
ARE ATIACKED BY MALO!Il

Chiet of Police James 1. Beavers
issued tho following statement Mon-
day morning:

“As for Colyar, I never heard of
him until this thing came up, He
may bo & crook. A8 far ag I know,
it seems that Mr, IFelder has known
him for a long time, but It 1s no un-
comiman thing for one crook to turn
up another to the police, or turn
state's evidence.

“When I heard of this deal that Mr.
Felder was tryldg to make in the
Phagan case, I told Chief Lanford to
advise with Solicitor Dorsey and get
his advice In the mattor. Hg did this,
I dla not want anything done that
would not be perfectly legitimate,

“G. ¢ Febhuary, who {8 a tr-usted|
man in the detectivo department, was
Instructed to carry out the deal with.
him. Now' it appears that Mr. IPel-'
der has been closely assoclated with
Colyar for & long time and certalnly
should have known what manner of
man he is. :

»1f he knew him to bg a crool, why
did he enter into a deal liko this
with him it he wanted to do the
1 say that I never
heard of this man Colyar, but I would
have listened to any report or rumor
in hunting for the guilty party in a
Phagan mur-

der.

“1t geems that Mr. Felder in his
ramifications through the press tries
to got cloquent and undertakes to tell
about tho governmont of Scotland
and the conditons in Ircland, as f{t
that had anything to do with this
ecase he's trying to distract attentlon
from,

“wWhat he has done and as far as

! hig evidence he claims to have about

my moral turpitude as chief of police
or as a citlzen, I defy hlm to show
anything. wrong. It he Is a good,
loval citizen, which he clalms to be,
why did he not go to the police com-
mission -and Jay the evidence before
them? .
Would Be iu South Carolina,

“Now, Mr, IFelder knows well
enough thut if he had anything that
would have been damaging against
the police department he would have
hurried to bring 1t to the proper au-
thorities.

“That Is what you are hired to do
by a gang you are very close to.

“1 would say that some one has
heen misled by Mr. Felder, or no doubt
he would bae in South Carolina today,
where he belongs,

“Sp much for Mr. Felder.

“I see that Mr. Woodward pays he
has nothing agalnst me personally.
Now I don’t quite understand his con-
nection with the Felder-Colyar aftair.
He knew that G, C. Febuary was a
trusted cmployce of the police depart-
ment and if Fobuary knew of crooked-
ness or graft in the department he
would have forcod him to dlvulge It
or secen that he was turned out of
the department.

Would Have Deen Gullty,
. “If I'ebuary had known anything of
the kind and not made It known he
wouldl have bheen equally glulty.

“Mr. Woodward knows that in the
frequent talks with me since hoe has
been wmayor there has hardly been o
timg that he did not bring up the
question of the red light district, and
he gave me to understand in hig first
talk with me that .these women should
be allowed to go back to Manhattan

avenuo whore they had previously
rlied thelr nefarious trade. :

-“No longer than last Saturday a
week ago he asked me it I was will-
ing for Eva Clark and her mother to
move into a house on Armstrogg
street in front of the Grady hospital,
wherg they had previously lived

As to Eva Clark, .

“I told him I would answer him as
I dld Alderman McClelland; that it
wag none of my business as long as
she did not violate the law, but that
it she did she would have to take the
consequeticCes,

“Mr. Woodward also told' me the
first of the year that if my vice pel-
fcy continued the police department
wotld be reeking with graft like the
New York department.

Graft on Qutslde.

.*1 told him that no graft had ever
existed and I was satlsfled there
would never bg any.

“I told him that from what I had
heard someone outside the police de-
partment had been recelving money
from the vice traffic that virtually
amounted to graft and extortlon,

“I ‘am ready and willing to com-

pare my past record both ag a citizen

and as an official with Mr. Woodward
2o to which Js in the right and which
is in the wrong."”
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