| PROOF OF FRANK'S IN
Men of light and leadin

the innoccnce of Leo M.
the right and justice o Governor
SLATON'S act in commuting the sen-
tence of death to life imprisonment.
There should be a rigid ahd compre-
hensive inquiry into all the evidence
concerning the murder of MARY PHA-
GAN, and this work should be under-
taken with the support and co-opera-
tion of those members of the Georgia
Bar and those citizens of Georgin who
urged the commutation qf sentence.
(After his review of the pourt testi-
-mony and examlnation into facts not
'put before the trial jury, Gwemnr
SLATON' was convlnced that the guilt
of FRANK was\not \pru ed beyond
ren.sona.bla doubt; it is \Jery ewdent
from his written decision [that’ ha be-
lieved that FrRANK was not the mur-
derer. To establish now the inno-
cence of FRANK would bg a supreme
service to the State of Georgla, -It
would be the most effective possible
check upon that lawless spirit which,
in Georgla and other Statgs, too often
prompts mobs to that actf of criminal
violence which they mll taking the
|law into their own hands




The establishing of FHANK'E inno-
cence would visit upor] each and
every one of his murderers a punish-

ment' more terrible than any court
couid decree or any Sheriff execute.
One. and all they would then have
upon their conaclences the proved and

torturing guilt of having taken the
{1ife of an innocent man, | The penalty
of the law, if it should eyer be visited
|upon, them, they might|accept with
bravado, Inslsting even upon the
scaffold Itself that they| had done a
work of justified vengeat®ce and had
vindlcated the laws of [their State.
Repentance can come:tq them only'
through the tergor that| haunts the
minds of gullty men. |Then, even
though left unwhipped| of Justice,
they would go through| their llves
bowed down under the welght of re-
morse and the ceaseless| reproofs of
cbnscjencﬁ. -an example {to all thelr
fellow-men against the ferrible risks
and wrong of the lynchjng practice.
The exemplary effect wduld be enor-
mous throughout the South.




.For the State of Geongla and its
people the demonstration| of FRANK'S
'Innocence would be a |[deliverance.
'There would be a change|of spirit, an
instant revulsion to wholesome  re-
.spect tdr law which woull make con-
'demnation of the lynchers universal
'In .that way the State| would free
‘itself from the reproaci which - the
murderers of FRANK have brought
upon it. With the proceds of investi-
gation set on foot to ({lscover the
identity of the lynchers he hundreds
of thousands of persons| outside the
State of Georgia who have believed In
FRANK'S innocence have npthing to. do.
Any attempt to interferg with aid or
‘promptings should be o¢pposed and
sunpresued That is the exclushm
concem of Genrg[a, whose ]aw-a‘bld-
'ing people have the sgympathy of
thelr fellow-countrymen {n their pres-
ent efforts to deal with|the complex
and terribly @ifficult matter. The
calm-minded, rua.aonaba men of
Georgila, sensitive to imputations that
do harm to the good re
people, would deplore the fallure ot
the process. That should be guarded
against. The sure bulwark, the cer-
tain vindlcation, would be ' had
through an ifiquiry that] by bringing
conviction ° of FrANK' innocence,
would at ance change the public tem-
ber of the people in Qeorgle. The
State would be redeempd and freed
from reproach.
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