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Men of' llght and leadln · In Geo·r- : 
I gla can .render' their State.. ' he highes:t . 
servJc·e In their po1\rer to : · 1·v~ by es~ 
tallllBh!ng In the ·slghf of a I the world 
. I . I • . the . nno,cence of' L~ M~ 1 liAN.K ... a.nd . . 

the rlght and justice o Gove·~r11or 

SLAToN•s aet i n commutl · g the. se·n .... . 
tence of death to life Im l"lsonme.n·t. 
1'her-e ·should. be a. rl,g"id a d c-0im:p·ra­
henslve inquiry into all t e e·vlflenc1e . ' . 
concerning thft murder of . ARY PHA· .. 
GAN, .a·nd this work s.hoo1 he under.-
taken \\"Ith the' supp1ort an · co .. opera .. 
tlon of those members of ·he Geor.gt~ 
Bar ·and those citlzen9 of 1eorgla. _,v11·0 · 
urged the c-·ommuta.tlon , it sente:nce • . 
Af ler l\, s rev l e'\V of the . · ou rt test~ -. . 
·mony nnd ex.nmlnn.tton ·In o t'1u~ts, no·t 
put before the . trial . jd 1• G1ov

1

errior· 
SLATON· was convinced th _t the guUt 

J -
ot FRANK wa9-....-Eot pro1 ed be·yon:d 
reasonabie doubt.:. ~lt· )Is ry e·vident 
from hts w·rltten decision that "Ile be­
Ueved that FRANK '.Vas n· .t ·.the mur-· 
dorer. To establJsh · no· - · the lnno· 
¢ence of FRANK ·,vould b a. ~.upreme 
service ~o the State of eorgla.. '" It 
would- be the most errec -ive possible-. 
cheek upo·n that· lawless .. plrlt wh:lch., 

In Georgia. and other Stat s. to10 ot·ten. 
- I -

prompts mobs- to t'hat &C I O:f' Cr!ml.n.al. . .. 
1 violence which they ~n.U I tal<tng th1e 
· law· Into their O'\\"'n handst. 



The estab1lahlng 01f A · K's lnno-
~ -

cence would lslt upo each and 
I 

every one of hla murdere s I\ p nlsh-
ment more ter ble tha · any court . ~ 

could decreo or any .. Sh lft execute'" 
. .,., 

One . ,and All they · woul then h&vo 
I 

upon their eonsclene:es_ th pro,·ed and. 
·tort Ing gullt nf 'havl · taken tho 
11re of an Jn.noeen·t ma·n" The penalty 
of ttle - 1a·~. If ,It e'tiould o er be via ted 
upon. them. they might &ceept · It 
b0ra\"'adot lnRl&'tl g eve upon the 
1caffold ltie 'f tha,t they hnd done a 
\vork or Juetlfled ,·engea ce a11d · had 
~ - . 
\·lndleatcd lhe laws of thel State. 
Repentanee ean come ~ t . t11em only 
hrough the ter;or . that ha nts the . 

I 

m d1 or· gu1 t.y men. The • eve . . . 

thoagh · left nwhlpped - of justice, 
\ h&Y would g-o through their· ·Jives 

~ 

bowed. down under he . elgh.t of re-
morae and the cea.elee ~eproor~ or 

• 

conscience, . an example · o all t elr 
• ij9, • .. 

tello~·-men · a gal st the · errlble .·rl ks 
• I 

and 1vrong of the ly·nch ng pract.lce. 
' 

Tbe ·e emplary effect w uld be enorM 
mous th-rou , o t the So h" 



_ . For the Stat o· of Geo · gtn. n nd its ! 
• r • · 

people die demonstration ! ·of· Fn A.K rt•s 
I i • 

Innocence 'lOUld . be · n. :deliverance. 
There· wouid. be a cbang,e :of .spirit. a:n 

I instant revulsion to W,· olesom'e . 1"~~ I 

i· spect tJr la.w w·hlch 'tWO·Ul ·make ·C~n- : 
I clemnatlo'n ot the l.ynche ·s universal . i 
I In ~ that way . the St&t-e ~outd 1ree1. 
~ Itself from, the· · reproac . whl,ch · the . 
··murderers of FRANK h _ve· - b1rough·t , 
u·pon ti. With the prooe s ot '1nve·au. 

. I ' 

' gallon set on toot. to lscover. the 
. ~ 

Identity~ of the lynchers ll1e ·hu.ndred8 : 
~ - . . . 

. Of thousn;nds; ot p·erson,s OU tfdde th.a 
I . • ' 

i Stat,e. of ,Georgla 'vho ha. . · be:Ueved 
1 

ln 
· F.RANK'H innocence: have .. thing to. do .. 
I - . ' 

i Any a.ttempt to tnter.ter with a ·ld or 
i . . i ~'fornptE·ng·s eho~ld be . p,posed and 
1 suppressed . .__ That _ le ~ e ,ex,~luslv~ ] 
co·n.cem ·Of GeorgEa" wb e .law·a.bld-.. 
Ing · people ~have tbe ympathy o·t 
the:ir teHow~coun trimen n tbelr ·pres- · 
ent ~tf orta ~o deal with ·the complex 
and terribly <8.tfftctiJt , fitter: The1 

. ~J 

:'ca,Jm--m.lnded., :reason:a.b 'e . me1n ot · . 
. Georgia, senslttve .to Imp , tatlon,s tba·t 
: do harm to th~ · good · :e1,,ut-e of Its 
··people. would deplore t :· e fa.Hure ot 
: the· process. That shou · be gua:rded 

• - .. I 

.against.. The sure bul · .rk., t 'he cer-
tain vi nd lc,a.tlon, · ~o . 'let · be had I 

•.._ :i t : 
through an Inquiry -that : by brl·nglng . 

I 

,convlct:lon · ot FnANKt . · l.nnocence,,, 
. wo·u_i.a ·at ance change t . pt1bU·c tern· 
~er o,r the people tn · .. eorgla.. · .- The 
State wou·ta be redeem d and freed 

' . . 

from. reproach . 
• J • -



· :s:v 111ch an lnve11tl1"~Jon the ~ aY I 
i wOdld be GP&De4 to detP.on1trate the 
so ·ndn6sa of 1vernor SL!l To - a con 
c usion t at ANK~e sent.e ce s o . . . 

t .. There are e At .. 
la t& tam II ·r I h t e details of .th 

t - ~ I 
case~ hey know he 1011 ces i 

I 

w leh avltlenc s , ould be soogh• t e" 
• '"" -1 

know at one: the s re gt'h and the . ~ 

lYeakneas o:r he case prese ~ t«l bY 
I . I 

the prosec tlo • · , he work ~of inq ·lrY. 'L . I 

wo~ ld h ve t ,e aJd and . co ·op~r,a.tlo 

e are co £1 cnt_ ot- men o g eat 
promtnenco tie Georgl& BaT, o 

~ . 

any ~ oadi g citizens· in Atlanta, an 
Iii . ~ 

It s a ogethe probable that e\v_and 
II • 

eo·n Inc ng ev dence \Vollld be dts~ov-
ered~ It s n uty to be pe r ,rmed i 

the ·1 i rest o j stice and of the e~ 
~ J 

pie ~of Geo gla who have ~ been 
ron ged and outraged b 'ii t ' ,' o fe · · 

. ~ ~ I 
amo'nK" ·th1em. ·rtfc pa t 1

11 tho act - ~ 

o lynchi g~ hom nobody wou 
· ol to be re resen at e of e publ 
Ee splrJt and opinion ot he 'stale. I . 


