
GOVERNOR PREPARES I· 
FOR ,_FORf4AL INQUIRY I 

. r 
Conference with Prison Board 

I 
and a Statement First, .Then 

Offer of Reward. • • 

I ~-~~~-

'AMOUNT. LIK!='.L Y TO BE $500 ·' 
• 1 

The Statement W ii i Be "a Word 

for the Good Name of Georg ia " ­
Let •era Urgln.g Action Pour .In. 

Rpr·:i11l lu The .Vele York 1"i111u . 
ATLANTA, Au:;. 18 . ...:ln prep;~ralion 

tor a. formal lnqult·» Into the lynching 
o! Leo M. !'rank , Oovcrnor Harrla 
ha~ called n. conrcrencn with the thr~e 

. rqcmbers or the State Prison . Commls-
1 slon. tor tomorrow, actor which. it ls 
' likely, he will o rfe1· a reward or ~r.oo 
for the ca.vture, with cvhknce to co:O­
vlct ea~h member or · the mob that 
lyn<'hed l"rn11k. The Go,·ornot· intended 
holding a. conference wllli th,~ commls­
"lon thl~ afternoon, but Judi;-e '1'. F::. rnt­
terson wns called to Columbtt~ on bu~i­
ness, and the conference wu POSl1><>ned 
until ·tomorrow. 1'' ollowlnt the conrer­
ence, Go\'emor H 11rrls will s;tve .·out a 
statement concerning the IYnchlnG'. 

" I · wanl to spel\k a. word fo~ the good · : 
nnme of the Stntc oF Clcorgln," said the 
Governor, "'and l 'am 'J)1·c11u1·1ni; my 
statement conecrnlttg tho F'rnnk lynch­
ing now. 

"An awful crline hne been committed· 
against' Georgln." ho .conllnued. " 1'he 
breaking Into the Sto.te prison, lhc ab­
duction. oC the S tat~'" ward, and subse­
~ucnt lynchlug or hl111 by tho inob mu~~ 
be probed to the fullest. l wlll prob­
ably 'offer t he highest reward permitted t 
by the State laws tor the caplllre or I 
each man 'who hna anything to ·do with 1· 
the lynchlnG' or Frank, whlcli t~ $00()." 



-Fo1· halt 1111 1io11r this nttcntoon·Gov­
ernor .Harris WRH closeted Wllh Commis­
sioner I·:. 1-. Hnlney oC Dn waon, who 
camo with J 11d&u l'attc1·so11 on Tuesday 
from Mllledgevlllo on the !lrat train 1 
a!ter Frank was abducted. Commls- I 
eloner Rainey outlined the story oi tlle I 
:tSSault 01t the prison guards, tellln& 
how each guard was overcome by dc· 1 
tachments of the mob. 

Chairman Da vlaon told the story ot 
the attaek on the prl~on farm soon nC-· 
ter his arrival, and stated that as the 
Stale prison was not barri'caded to ro­
al~t attacks by armed mobs, It was 
lmpol!slblA to <'heck the assault. He , 
asserted that the oCClclalH ot the prison : 

· could .not be blametl for the etcallng : 
away from the orlHOn ot Frank. · 

:· \Ve kept• all the gunrctH on -nlsht 
and -day dut~· at tne mah1 bulldh1& In 

· which 1''rank wos Incarcerated tor sev­
eral · weeke," said Mr. Davison, ." until 
they kicked so much that two or them 
Quit their Jobs, and we were compelled 
to reduce the night guard tO Just Clve 
men: . 
.. "We had not expected an attack from· 
the outside, but fcar~d harm .n·ould l)o 
done to Frnnk Ins ide. the p1·lson. 'Ve 
had no money to employ additional 
guards !Gr Frank's defense, and It was 
almply· up to the Governor to turnlsh 
prot~ctlon to FranK. Only the .mllltla 
could have resisted Monday night's at­
tack." 

In reply lo tlie chargo that It was his · 
duty to protect Fro.nit' Crom Monday : 
night'" mob, Governor Harrie said: 1 

" I . would huvo gladly called out lhe I 
militia. tor !•'rank's protection hud tho , 
proper civil authorities nollrled me of :

1 the danger or hO:d I received any ln­
tonnatlon that such an al ta.ck would be ' 
made. . . · I 

". Hecenlly I held tho mllllla In road!- . 
ncss to ma.Ice n hurried trip to Mllledg¥.- ; 
vllle to prolce l l~rnnk wh<Hi I was In 
receipt or mCormatlon that a mob· ww. 
organizing nt Marlcttn to . go to .Mlll­
edgevillo. The law specifies, though. 
thA.t the Oo,vernor ghall bO notl!h:d bY 
some or tho constltutod civil authorl­
lloe or outbrcA.ks bororo he t<hall call 
out the militia." 

Numbers ot letters worn received lo· 
da» at the Governor'& otflco tro:n yeo­
ple In \'&rlous part$ of tho country u1·g­
lni:- Governor Harris to go to the b-Ol-
tom oC the lynching. · 

Micha(ll Helntx, a Clnr.lnnntl lawyer, 
wrote to· Go\·ernor Hnrrl• urging an ·in­
quiry, o.ncl ~ndoo with th<1 phrn!!o: . 

" It le to be rcgrctt~d that tho Dixie 
hlghwa:v Is lo go throui;h Mnrlcttu, ua:· 

Deputy Shorlft Hicks ot €obb·County, 
who was on th,. scene ot tho Frank 
lynching about ;::;o o'clock yeaterda:r 
mo"rnlng, being one of tho ttret. to .ar­
rlvet there'. wni; In Atlanta today a·:d 
mnde n. sui.temout to a reporter. 

" I do .. not believe thnt more than 
seven or eight men, rldlnt: In U1rec 
1u11omobllrs, ·lvnchcd Leo Frank." !'lllld. 
the Sheritc. · . . I nm doing air .In my 
pon-er to . dlRcovor who th<' 1>·nch<'rri 
were, and It thP.y can be llilcertalncd l 
wlll sur<'h· nsRl~t." 



·rn~ Coronar·R lnqneAt,. "·ht ch· h,eCA n 
in. l\larJrlta reaterdar 1non1lnr:. ''·as 
DO!dponed untll next. '\\"Ct'k.. -Sp~f al 

1 ~ounset wUt probabl~ be employed . by . 
I lh• eoro11~1r . to asl! I st 1n t11 ~ lnqull")' ; 
the co,unt~ commleslo'nerR hav•ns auth· 
<'rlz.~d such actton. A · ~uncl:.tl n1PCUn;; 
nns been he1d by the connt)· comml~'@ 
elon~rs W'ho exp r~~sed a di! te.r .~;111 n:n • 

1 Unn to" sift the t~B,gedy :uul ico..,oper'ato 
wlth lhe1 Gov~rnor. . 

1>1cture!' eho,vl''" !· .. rAuk ·hftnglng rrou~ 
the tree near 1\11 Rt Jct ln were aol (' on t b(' 
strc-ets or . AtluntR. today. and lh~ '\"t;;n · 
dor.s did a hen\•3• buRJneu; Tb~ -pl~tut(\~ J 
we're put out by a photographer. \vho I 
reach<"d th~ seen~ of thA tragedy bero1·~ 
the body ""'•• cut d·ol\·n.. l·!e has sent 
th•" nictures t" :rt1i C'IUee 1ln (;eorgl:a. 

Th-e sate exclled eoine oppo .. tUon antl 
AcUntr ltayor Ragsdale ~'a~ asked to 
lnlcrtert. .:\llr~. · Rag~cJtlle nlade an in­
\"'esll,:taUon o! the I;\\\"' on the !Ht2bj~t ·an<l 
round that ·the aale or the plcture!'t n.rter 
a pers.on had obtained a 'Hcenae tor thnt 
1>'1r1>01e. cou Id not b:e ~ to1pped. 

PoBt cnrd~ bearinR plclul·es ot he j 
Frank b Fnchht1r. eant1ot be Jtent thtoua-h 
the m~U. r-.rhe lo<"aJ po3tofflce 1R de* 
ttro)·lng au such c-ar~ds n1aJled here. 

:r C n't Do .. \11:Jt•lng. fl•1'• Wal'd•n • . 
.. MILLEDGEVILLE, Ga., Aug, 18.--

Warden .r. 'r. :mUh or the Rtat_, Prison~ I 
en.id lorla)"' u~n.t be knew nothing lie 
could tlo fo aid tho ln\"eAUgatlon or f.hs 
k ld1u1 Pl• ln c ot Frank from the pr lso n. 
Hf+ ~·ent on. . 

• • 
1 The rnob overpowered nle and evor)"' 

one c·on nee led '"I th l he }lrison who stood 
In its y.•a.yi The work wa..41 <lone · too 
q u lek.ly .a.nd .,,..e wero ta ken too much 
bl· surprh1e lo utt~r resistanre~ l am 
\'err, glad the m9mbers ot the p1·lson 
c·oin missi1on were here when the attack 
rOCCUrrf!d.. Tw~ O( them told me t.ha l r 

no on" at the prison ~,a e to bJ e me. 
·• The pubtlc J~ ~ntLUed to an the ta'ct~ 

tn this cMr. and J! n.ny have been hJddeu 
I v."ou Id glad~ Y gl \"'C t bcm out. ~Th(' 
ne v. .. ~ pnper1; have told t hP. 9lo r y cor· 
rf'cHy ns tnr a.,q l ltllO\\', und ha\re cov .. 
~red ev~ry d~UtU. Ther,. it1 nothing left 
In n1y knO\\-.]eO!f<'! to be .brought out at 
11n lnvesU,cat-lon. •• 


