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THE FRANK CASE.

A Socialist Plea for Justice Where
It Can Still Be Done.
Trom the New York Call.

| Down South there is a man nameg Leo
Frank, under sentence of death fer the
~murder of a gird, It is clalmed by
"many who have investigated that the con-
demnation of this man is 2 sheer injustice,
a gross miscarriage of the legal machinery.
The man is a Jew, and down South a Jew
has apparently a lttle better chance than a |
| ** nigger,"’ but not so very much more. Among
,others who have investigated this case is
fEugene V. Debs, a careful observer and a-
most outspoken man, and he declares frankly '
that the anti-Semitic prejudice exisiing in
"the South has had everything to do with
Frank's condemnation—in fact: was tha cause
,of it; that the evidence does not show the
}gunt of the condemied man; that his fate
} was sealed from the very beginning; that
| both press and pulpit in the locality are-
- muzzled and dare not say anything favorable
| to the accused; that the jury was threatened
"with vengeance if they dared to acquit him,
and that the entire trial was a farce. Debs
calls on the public, Soclalists included. to
protest against what he designates lynoh
“law. And, of course. we will do what.we can
‘in that direction, though it probably isn't
i much.

But the South has ne monopoly of mis-
carrviages of justice. Up North here, and not
forty miles away, a man has been acquitted

‘of a murder which he did not deny and fo
! which the excuse was put forward in plain
English that he wgs drunk when he com-
mitted the act. Thiz man was a Tammany
politician, Town Clerk, and political ' boss "
of the small town in which he murdered his
| daughter's husbitnd.

i It is not probable that we Sociallsts will
‘ take any hand in this matter, as most of us
 belleve that the very worst use that any man
can be put to is to hang him. But with the
case of a man sentenced to death, whose
‘" gullt is exceedingly problematical, to say the
| least, it 1s very different. In such case, the
Soetalists will not keew silent, and we sug-
| gest, In consequence, that the members of
} the party, through their organizations, do the
best they ean to have this ecase retried im-
_partially, as far as that is possible, and the
‘previeua verdict, If clearly found to be un-|
warranted, set aside.

We mention these matters nqerely 1o peint
 out that, besides ourseives, many other peo-
i ple are frequently the victims of what is
miscalied justice. It is not because this man
i3 a Jew—no matter what his race, naton-
ality, or color might be-—~that we interest
ourssives in his bohalf, but because of the
dubjous character of the °'justice” meted
out to him. And however feeble our veice
may be, we raise it in protest Just the same.
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