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(ONLEY NOTES SHOW
GUILT, SAYS BURNS

Detective Publishes Many in
Which the Spelling Tallies
with That in Phagan Noté

SEES FRANK EXCULPATED

Because Megro's Letters to Woman
Prove He Didn't Dictate the Cne
Left by Slain Girl.

Bpeeial to The New York Times.

ATLANTA, Ga., April 26.—4 sensation
more impressive tham that created by
the affidavits of the Rev. C. B. Rags-
dale and the negro woman, Annie Maude
Carter, in which they asserted that they
had heard from Jim Conley's lips a
confession of the Phagan murder, was
announced by Detective W, J. Burns to-

day in making public a series of let-
ters written by Conley to Carter.

The detective in an interview said that
a careful study of the letters convinced
him more firmly than ever that Conley
was the murderer of Mary Phagan, as
Carter swore (onley nad confessed to
her. He also said it was plain that Con-
ley was lying in his statement on Fri-
day, that be did not know Carter ex-
cept that he had seen her pass his
cell; that Conley, conirary to the ar-
gument of Solicitor Dorsey, was accus-
tomed to spell the word ™ negro’ cor-
rectly; and that Conley was in the habit
of using ‘*did' interchangeably with
“done,” and did not confine himself 1o
the ungrammatical use of ‘“done,” as
the Solicitor contended,

Leo Frank, from his cell in the Tower,
gave out a statement appealing to the
sense of justice and fair play of the
I people of Atlanta soon after Burns made
i public the Conley tetters.

Reporters were allowed to see the let-
ters in the otfice of the Burns Agency.
Detective Burns said that the same
privilege would be accorded to any one
who cared to inspect them. (onley is
said by AMr. Buras to have written more
than 100 letters to Carter since he has!
been in jail.

" The detective had a mass of them in’
his office. One was Dbrought by an
operat.ve while the reporters were theve,

Soliciter Dorsey, arguing that the
murder notes found neur the body of
Mary Phagan were palpably dictated by
a white man, said that a negro newver
would have spelled the word “ negro”
correctly as it appeared in one of the
notes,

Yet several of the notes accredited to
Conley and addressed to Carter contain
this word spelled as it was in the death
nete at Mary Phagan's gide. Solicitor
Dorsey alse said that Conley woula
have said *“‘done” instead of “dld” in
the murder note had it not been dictatcd
tc him. In his notes to Carter the word
repeatedly oceurs.

Iere is the comment of Mr, Burns in
making pubiic the letters:

** I have just come into possession of
evidenee of the most startling and con-
vincing nature against the negro, Jim
Conley, an examination of which proves
conclusively  that the murder aotcs
found by the body of Mary Phagan
cmanated exclusively from his perveri-
ed brain.
© Tt s evidence of a nature more povw-
erful and convincing than an actual
seonfession from the negro himself. This
I evidence consists of a large number of
lefters written hy the negro, Jim Con-
ley, while in jail. addressed to the
|negro woman, Annie Maude Carter, who
rs‘conﬂy made an arfidavit charging thal‘
Conley had confessed to committing the
murder. ‘

Shows Conley to Be Abnormal.

“These letters are some of the let-
ters referred to by the Carter woman
‘m her affidavit as having been written
to her. These letters show beyond the

rpevadventure of 4 doubt that Conley is
‘an abnormal maun. Most of the letters
are addressed to ‘ Annie Maude Car-
ter,” bup Cenley addressed some of them
to * Annie de Conley.’
. M Corley aszerted in his statement to
the newspapers that he * barely knows
her,” but these letters utterly refute
thiz, and shoyw that he has simply en-
tunzled himsclf in another lle,

“ [t _was maintained at the trjal of
Leo AL Frank by the State that Conley
could only write with the greatest dif-
ficulty, yet I have in my hands a mass
of these letters. They also substantiate
my previcus declaration that Conley
was a prolific note writer.

“Tt is also interesting to note that
|these letiers contain the words ‘did
and ‘negro”’  These words are most|
I significant in view of the fact that at

he trial it was maintained by the State |
ithat Leo Trank must have conceived
cand dirtated the death notes because
they comiain the words ‘did’ and,

regro,” and that if Conley had con-
ceived these notes, he would have writ-
ten them *done’ and ‘ nigger.’

*Th letters complately explode the
avgument of the State. because ihey .
contain, ax hefore stated. the words
Cdid” and “negrot in the plaikest write
Ing. Tt has always been admitted, both
by the State and the defense, that the
author and writer of the death notes
was the murderer of the little girl,
Now that these lotters have estahlished
tevond a peradventure that Conley is
the wuthor of the nofes there should be
o longer any question of Conley's ab-
solute guilt,

“The authenticity of these letters is
beyond question. They are identical

with the death notes. The “h/’ °s/’
‘o’ and ‘w' are typical; in fact, every
ietter i{s a typical Conley letter. These

iletters are open for the inspection of

any one who wishes to see them. In
this respect the defense differs some-
what from Chief Lanford, who trutupets

i forth the charge of perversion, and

when his bluff is called backs down
and savs he has nothing to show—in
fact, that he had never made the
charge.” .

Detective Burns also said that he
believed he would he able to prove that
Conley 1s the '*Jack the Ribper” who
murdered ahout twenty negro girls in
the last three vears. Each of these
women was mutilated, and by the body
of each the murderer left a note. Some
of the notes bear marked resemblance
in words and handwriting to those found
by Mary Phagan's body.

Appegl to Pubiic by Frank,

The appeal to the people of Atlanta,
given out by Leo M. Frank, was as fol-
lows:

To the people of Atlanta:

I make this appeal to your fair-
ness. It was the horrible charge that
I was a pervert that poisoned your
minds, infuriated you against me, and
pur me beyond the pale of buman

! sympathy, where nothing that I said

would be believed; where the word of
a vile negro and self-confessed per-
jurer was cagerly accepted in prefér-
ence to mine, and where I could not
obtain even the common privilege to
which every man is entitled—a fair
and impartial irial.

1t was this charge that so enraged
the crowds around the Court House
that the Judge upon the bench, fear-
ing that I and my lawyers might be
killed if the verdict was one of ac-
quittal, advised them to remain away,
and keep me out of the Court House,
It is this charge that has poisoned
and still poisons the minds of the pub-
lic against me and denies me the com-
monest rights of a human befhg,
About two weeks ago Mr. Burns made,
through the rewspapers, the request
that if any one had information as to
any acts of immorality on my part that
they wouid communicate with him. He

received not a single response, and on

the next day, through the newspapers,
he made an offer of $1,000 for suoh in-
| formation. |

Agaq& there was no respounse, except
‘from Newport A. Lanford, the Chief,
iof Detectives of the Police Departmeént|
{of Atlanta, who stated that he had in
i his  possession the Informatlon that
| Burns was seeking, and added sneering-
| 1y, * probably more than he wants.”

Mr. Burns being then out of the oity,
Mr. Lehon, his assistant, called, and
the chief of detectives told him thag
while he had the information he could
not_show if to him, but would show it
to Mr. Burns when he returned.

When 'Mr. Burns returned to Atlanta,
he immediately called on Mr, Lanford
and was told then by him that while
he had the affidayits he would not
show them to him because the metion
for the new trial was then pending.
How that could be any reason for nim
to conceal this information, if he had it,
I do not understand, but this is what
he is quoted as saying in the press:

That he refused on the ground that -
he did not believe it Would be doing
justice to _himself, to the State or
.“even to Frank * for any publicity
to be given as to the perversion affi-
davits until after the hearing, and
then added: * At the trial of Frank
we did not bring up the subject of

erversion. It was brought out by

rank’s lawyvers.”

On last ¥riday, again, after my side
had closed its evidence, Mr. Lanford
was approached for these affidavits,
and he repeated the statement that
neither tho State nor the police de~
partment of Atlanta had ever claimed
and did not now claim that I was &
pervert, and that that charge had
been put into the case by my own
lawvers.

To this silly drivel, this pitiful fail-
ure of the man to realize his duties as
an officer of the public, it is difficult
for me to make replv. I can only say
that his idiotic statement that the
charge of perversion was brought into
the case by my owrn lawyers is known
to be a silly, impudent falsehood by
thousands=, if not millions, of peopie
who know perfectty well that it was
brought into the case by the testimony
of Conley when he was first put upon
the stand and examined by the So-

L}

-

licitor General, representing the State

of, Georgia. people of Atlanfa

I submit to th
that Mr. Lanfor&qhas' only taken this

positiop because his bluff has been
called. He knows perfectly well now,
and he has always known, that the
charge of perversion agalnst me was
a miserable, cowardly li€, and I further
charge that if Mr. Burns had not de-
manded his proof he would never have
opened his mouth, but would bave al-
lowed the public and the courts to re-
main under the impression that he and
the policeb still believed tand charged
me with being a_ pervert.

I now make this sclemn declara-
tion: That I am not a pervert nor
an imporal man in any sense of the
word, and that these charges against
me are a mass of horrible, atrocious
fies. I further state, and send my
message straight to the heart and
conscience of every man and woman
in Georgia, that I did not kill Mary
Phagan, that I am absolutely in-
nocent, and that my execution would
not avenge her death. ) )

The charge of perversion having
been withdrawn against me, I do not
see how any man_ with a Jove of
justice and fair play in his heart
could deny me the privilege of a new
trial, a fair trial, which 1 have never
had. . )

The charge of perversion that is
now withdrawn made it Impossible
for me %o get a fair trial. I have
had none. % simply ask that I be
glven a fair show for my life; that 1
be allowed to make my defense be-
fore a jury that knows the truth,
that I am not a pervert; a jury that
will not be intimidated by the fear
of being shot down and killed should
it acquit me; a jury whose minds
will_ be calm to weigh my testimony
against that of a self-confessed negro
perjurer and pervert.

A fair trial is what T want, is what
I am entitled to, and what no fair-
minded man should deny me, and I
appeal to the {fair-minded people
whose silent influence stands back of
the courts, and whose Servants the
courts are, to see that I am given a
fair trial,

: (Signed) LEO M. FRANK.

The revort which came from the of-

ficé of Solicitor Dorséy that Dorsey had
held a secret conference with Marcellus
Johennig, a juror in the Frank case, has
created wide speculation in the camps
of both the p}:‘osecutien and defense.
Mr. Dorsey, when agked about the se-
.cret conference, had nothing to say.
He seemed surprised that it had become
known. Johennig would not talk, say-
ing that he had merely had a few
words with the Solicitor. He would not
?_xvulge the nature of their conversa-
ion.

Numerous witnesses were brought to
the Solicitor's office for the purpose of
making affidavits, and he has atcumu-
lated a mass of evidence which will be
used in a vigorous opposition to the mio-
tion for a fiew trial which the defense
is_making before Judge Hill.

Mr. Dorsey plans to hold all evidence
seoret until its presentation to Judge
Hill. The evidence which he is believed
to have obtained from Juror Johennig.
is being clogely guarded. He is also
cavefully guarding numerous affidavits
said to have been made by witnesscs
who have also made affidavits for the
defense.

ACTRESS DIES OF POISON. 1

Secrecy in Death of Ruth L. Tru-{
fant, Known as Maida Athens.

Ruth L. Trufant, known on the stagei
las Maida Athens, died yesterday in the
| Red Cross Hospital from bichloride off
jmercury poisoning. She was taken to!
the hospital a week ago, and there was
secrecy about the manner in which she
took the poison.
. Mrs. Trufant figured in the news inl
July, 1912, when she sued Henry G.
Williams. propreitor of the Hotel York.[
for breach of promise, demanding $30.- )
000 damages. She lost the case and
took it to_a higher court, but it was:
not pressed, and two weeks ago it was!
dismissed. Mrs. Trufant lived in 2,128
B&?iad\\'aty. l
he actress was a daughter of former |
Judge T. B. Stuart of Denver, and was '
divorced from Willlam Trufant. She
had played in many musical comedies.
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