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Slaton Discusses
Frank Commutation

In a rad-o address delivered in At
former Gosernor

cendidate for the
Nenator

tanta Mondar mght,

Jobn M. Nlaton,
I nmited States xenmrte ggninst
Wiliam J. Huarrw, expiained hie com
mutation of the xentenece of Yoo M.
Fronk He declared he made the state.
ment n response to a pumber of e
graesta that he do so, tollowing his
st radio 1alk & week age,

Ater revirwang the Froink caee ap
ty the teqee 1t weas hrooizht to hon on
wn appeal tor comimitation of sen-

cenee. Nlgtan o sad -

“ANiter the moet carefnl and aaine.
ahing evanination nf b the ey
dence. 1T hat s mueh doubt of the

't of Frank that 1 telt it mv duty
o bhath Giod ol man to commute the

sentence to life imprisonment, follow.
ing the recommendation of the judge
who tried the case,

“In this action 1 merely discharged
the duty im upon me by the
constitution and laws, according to my
honest opinion, and if I had not done
0 1 eould not have retained my self-
rexpect or have been entitled to the
reapect of others.

“After the judze had recommended
ta me ecommutation, on the zruuncl'
that he donubted Frand guilt, 1 could !
not srrogate to myself that which be-
longs ta Giod alone, te ook into the!
heart of a srlf-confeasdd and repeated
iar and tell wheg he wax lying and
when speuhing the truth, There is no
case known to me where any governor
took upen himself the pexponsibility
of having a man executed when the
trial judge urged commutation,

“The path of duty is not always
egay, If 1 had been willing to listen
to those who sadviked me to play poli-
tics ahout this matter of life or death,
I might have avoided prejudice and
ennsities gamd mscepresentation, but I
would have heen unworthy to stand!
hefore you and look you in the ,eye’
with n conscience at rest, as today. |

“As berween Frank, the white man, |
whose gnidt I gzreatly doubted, and
t'onjev, the negro, with whose guilt
1 was profoumdly impressed, 1 gided
with Frank and sent him to the peus-

tertiary for Life, ‘
“That s the Franh case”
Governor Xlaton  also repeated

charges against Nenator Harric masde
by hin in hes other radio talk, and
urged ban to deny them “eategorically
ated not n tueee generalites””
Reploing v arttneks from Senator
Hurres, be atemazed the hich points of
his servies while a member of the
Legistature and later  ae  goverper,
These ivclided prompt pavment of ap-
prnpn:njn"m. redhipction of tax H\YF‘]
~ale ol state honds, negoatiated at rec.
ard low rate of ynterest aned the h‘.‘lsO!

of the W X A railroag, |
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