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LEQ FRANK'S PLEA
FOR COMMUTATION
10 BE HEARD TODAY

Solicitor Dorsey Has Not
Yet Announced Whether
He Will Make Oral Argu-
ment Against Clemency.

COMMISSIONERS HERE
READY FOR HEARING

Large Number of Delega-
tions Will Appear to Make
Appeals for the Prisoner.
Chicago Party Arrives.

PLEA FOR FRANK,

“The 200,000 women [ rebdresent
do not argue the innocence or guilt
of Leo Frank. Our plea is purely
humanitarian. We feel that there
is an element of doubt in the case,
and we are supported by the ex-
pression from Judge Roan. We
think that Frank should be given
time to prove either his guilt or in-~
nocence., We plead that Georgia
should not slay a man who is likely
to be innocent of the crime with
which he is charged, It is no time
to quibble about the technicalities
of the law.—Mes. M. INeLaney Fish-
er, of Chicago.

e

Georgla’s, prison commission will
meet this morning at 10 ‘o’clock at the
canitol for the purpose of giving a
hearing to the petition for commuta-
tion from death to life imprisonment
of the sentence of Leo M. Frank, con-
demned to die fo. the murder of Mary
Phagan.

The length of the hearing is unde-
termined. Frank's attorneys bhelieve it
may be finished in a day, but others are
of the opinion that it may last for sev-
eral days, as there. will be a number
of delegations present to plead for the
prisoner, and prominent Atlantans are
also expected to meke appeals.

When the hearing opens the defense
will introduce the affidavit made hy
Judge L. 8. Roan, now deceased, who
told of the hestile atmosphere of the
trial, and the reasons why he urzed
that Frank be not present when the
verdict was rendered.

Judge Roan‘s Letter,

1t is also understoodd that a letter will
he presented which was written by
Judge Roan, in which he reiterates his
doubt as to Frank's guilt and urges
clemency.

Then William M. Smith. Conlex's
lawyer during the 1rial of the Frank
case, is expected to testify that he now
believes the prisoner innocent and his
former client guiliy. The records of
the court in the different appeals made
for Frank will also bhe presented.

The prisoner will be represented by
ex-Congressman Willlam M. Howard,
who will review the case, and will stress
the doubt as expressed by Judge Roan,
by two state supreme court judges andg
by two United States supreme court
Judges.

Dorscy’s Courne,

It is not known yet whether or
not Solicitor Hugh Dorsey will make
an oral argument before the board
when It goes into session this morn-

Mr. Dorsey was asked Sunday it
he anticipated appearing bhefore - the
commission in support of his leiter in
reply to the recent notification of the
board. He stated that his letter had
fully covered details, but that he haa

Continued on Page Five.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



LEO FRANK’S PLEA .
TO BE HEARD TODAY

Continued From Page One.

not decided if he would make oral

argument. {

The only rommunication between the,
solleltor general and the prison com-
mission in the present case, however,
is the officlal notification of the Frank
appeal, and the reply to it by Dorsey.

1t has not been determined whether
the sessions will be held in the audl-
torium eof the prison commisslon on
the third rloor of the capitel butlding,
or in the senate chamber, the latter of
which will accommodate a much larger
audience. -

Commlsslopers Here.

The members of the prison board, R.
1. Davison, Judge T. E. Patterson and
E. L. Ralney, arrived in Atlanta Sun-
day. It is expected that three days
or more will be occupied by the Frank
hearing. after which the commission
will take up the regular order of exec-
utive appeals.

There will be a large number of
delegations to appear before the board
on behalf of Frank, while it is stated
that a gatharing will come from Mari-
elta to pProteat agalnst commutation.

Reodies from Coelumbus, Savannah ang
other Georgia centers, from Chicago
and other outside points, it is sald, will
gather at the hearing to protest against
the hanging of Frank.

Frank himself, It §s said, will not be
in attendance upon any one of the ses-
P slony,

Chicage Party Here, :

Bringing petitions and resolutions’
that bear more than a half-million
names representing all parts of Amer-
ica, the Chicago delegation to appeal
for the commutation of Leo M. Frank's
sentence arrived In Atlanta last night
aml registered at the ledmont.

The committee is composed of Jox-
eph M. O'Connor, chief justice of the
criminal branch, criminal  court -of
Cook county, in which Chicago Is sit-
uated: T. N. Higginbothan, director of
the Marshall Fleld stores, of Chicago,
capitalist and philanthrepist; Mrs. M.
Debaney Fisher, prominent in  the
" United Daughters, of the Confederacy,
~and vice president of the Southern
Women's club as well as an author of
i national repute, and W, [. Bauer, a
well known criminal attorney, and
;secretury of the Chicago Leo M. Frank
S ecomnittee,

; Petitions from twenty-seven clties,
vincluding  Indianapolis, Ind.; Louis-
; ville, Ky.; Springfield, 1il, and Terre
. Haute, Ind., have been brought by the
}Chicago delegation. There are other
]peﬂtions and resolutions from every
state In the uunion, and some from
| British Columbla, Canada amd Mexico,
[These petitions will be presented to
' the prison commission durtng its hear-
ting of the Mrank uppenl which begins
. this morning nt 10 o'clock.
 On the Chcage petitlon are the
‘names of all members of the Ilineis
;Burykers' association; the lawyvers' ng-
| sgciation of Illinols; forty superior
‘court fudgns, two county judges, one
' probate Judge, thirty-six circuit
Judges. foriy-eight municipal Judges
and seventeen presiding members of
“the appelinte divigion of Cook county,
' Opposes Commutation.

Declaring that Leo M. F o
and ahoulc% not bhe glvef:n;lnelx‘nléixg;euﬁ)-
the governgr, Rev. A, C. Hendley, pag).
tor of the Capitol View Baptiat church
fn addressing his congregation Jast
night attacked the ministers who have
Joined Ln seeking for him a pardon.

He said the profoundest mind could
not conjecture any reason why a few
ministers of the gospel of Jesug Christ
should forget their high calling to turn
aslde and ask 2 pardon for Frank

“After a jury acceptable ta both sigas
had pussed sentence on the case, the
ministers asked a pardon, which |t sc“-
cured, will mean no further use for
Jalls, courthouses and other institutions
that stand for justice and honor,” sald
the minlster. “Too long have the caurts
been in power to become dominated by
the power of money, Sentiment cannot
defeat justice. The voice of the masses
haa not been heard in this case.
ander™ s B35 I S8Ry Spivunty
but thus far has ?n!olzas. "8 Innocence,

. [
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