OUR RECORD CLEAM, ASSERTS DAN LEHON

DAN SLEHON
The Atlanta Constitution (1881-2001); May 24, 1914;

ProQuest Historical Newspapers Atlanta Constitution (1868 - 1945)

OUR RECORD CLEAN,
ASSERTS DAN LEHON

Says They Could Have Es-

caped Trouble by Assert-
ing Frank’s Guilt, But It
Would Have Violated
Their Convictions.

that if he and Detective
Burns were as questionable as they are
accused hy the police, it would have
been an easy matter for them to have
announced vhat Teo Frank was gullty
and. thereby escaped the prosecutions
that are being waged agatnst tnem,
Dan 8. Lehon has jssued through The
Constitution « statement to the publle,

l.ehon accuses Uhief  Beavers and
‘hief Lanford of inconsistency, in that
they  announced publicly that they
would gladly co-operate with Detective
Rurns and his investigators when the
noted detective first entered ls.xto the
Mary  Phagan murder investigation.
Now, however, Lehon states, although
no ohjection was made at first, the two
police officials have associated them-
gelves with the prosecution that is now
under way in nolice court,

The card follows:

Lenon’s Card,
ALIBAIR, LA, May I8, I3

To the People of Atlanta: In justice to
myself, my family and my friends through-
out the southern statey, T fee! thal some
statement should come from me as to the
numerous charges which are being pre-
ferred ugainst me and by employer, Willlam
J. Hurns, whic are being published broad-
cast throughout the country, on account of

our connection with the {nvestigation into
the murder of Mary Phagan,

"

Asserting

To bepin with, 1 hold the position of
manager of the southern ddivision of the
William J. Burns International Detective

ngency, and deem it an honor to hold & po-
sition under Mr. Burns, who has perform-
ed so many greuat gervices for (his country,
and whose every effort is to vconduvt his
agency on the very highest plane,

At the request of JMr. Burng 1 came to
Atlanta on dMarch 2h tp assist him in Lhis
investigation, We entered upon thix fnves-
ugation, as we have done alt of our cases,
with the sole purpose in view of sscertain-
ing tho truth, and of making public aml
sieclaring whatever we did find to be the
truth,  Mr, Burns inforined me that his
contract with our clients had this express
undersianding,

We began

in view, and after

the Investigation with this end |

i

severul weeks of thor-:

ough Investigation inte the varlous angles -

ol the case, we became thoroughly satistied
that lLeo M, Frank was innocent of this
murder, and we had no hesitancy in
pressing our conclusion in this respect,

Of course, we realized at the times it
would meet greater populay
announced that Frank was the gullty nan,
and If we were inclined 1o resort Lo gues-
tionable methods, as charged ngainst us,
how easy it would have been for us to have
announced, against our own  coanvigtions,
thut Frank was the guilty man and have
sceured  the favor of those now  turned
against us, and thus avolding all this un-
pleasant notorfety which we are now sub-
dected to, being indicted by the grand jury
o & charge that 1 am thoroughly (nnovent
of aud being brought to police headquar-

I ——————————— .

exe -

favor had we .

ters and subjected to other humilations
which any American cltizen will find ex-
tremely unpleaxant.

UCtterly Shoeked.

U have resided in the south for the past
fiftern yuears and haye in the »outin num-
perless {riends who will be utterly shocksnd
at the charges preferred against me and
published threughout the south, which
charges are wholly without foundation.

As to the indlcunents found against nue

by the present grand jury, based upon the
testimony of a confessed perjurer, L have
had  nmo connection  with any  transaction

which will even smack of subornation of

perjury. but on the contrary. I haye used
my  utmost endeavors to bring out the

truth and that alone, and I am willing to
have my every act in this case bear the
clogest secrutiny, There is no man livieg
who ecan truthrully state that Mr, Burns,
myself or anyone connectzd with the Burns
agency requested anyone to give testimony
which was false or which we belleved wax
falxe, :

Suid They Wauld Co-operate,

Ag to the cases made against Mr. Burns
and myself by the police commissloners, thiys
is indeed surprising in view nt the faect thut
when we first came to this city and ane
nounced that we intended to Investigate the
Mary Phagan murder, all of tha city of-
ficials, including Chier Beavers and Chief
Lauford, publicly announced that they
wauld  gladly co-gperiate with uwx, and ha
objection whatever was mude at that thne,
nor sinee that {lme, Lo eur Investigating
thiz case wirhout the approval af the pollcs
commissioners, Wea o did uot eoaneeal our
presence In the city, and have never -
terviewed a single person without fiest ex-
plaining who we were, and what our pur-
pose Was in seeking the interview, and na
one e trutlifully gajusay this. Phe Burns
agency does business in wvery city of prom-
iuec«'in this country and in saome of the
principal citles of Burope, employing over
8,000 operatives, and it wus our purpose
1o render the sume service here as we
have done elsewhere,

We have commilled no aet of which we
are ushumed since our eonnection with this
investigation, and our only ¢rime has been
possibly the public announcement of our be-
lier In Leo M, IFrank’s innoecence, which was
only made after the mest thorough lavesti-
gation on our part. To have announced any
other conviction weould have been to miultify
our own consclence, which we are unwilling
to do evon for public approval; and, while
there nay be wome who are willing for us
to suffer any indignity or persecution be-
cause of our convictlon in Irank’s jano-
cence, 1 am contident that the tair-minded
public will not submit to the continuance
ot this narsecutinn far suel uningt raaaane

DAN 8. LEHON.
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