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SMITH TO THWART
SECRET ATTEMPT
~ TOGRILL CONLEY

Attorr‘l;ey ‘Makes Weritten
Demand on Jail Authori-
ties to Bar All 'Visitors'
From Cell of the Prisoner.

CONLEY WELL CARED FOR
SAYS SHERIFF MANGUM

Trail in Mary Phagan Mur-
der Case Very Plain, 4s-
serts Burns—Promises ‘an
Early Solution of Mystery.

A move to thwart Detective William
J. Burns in any probable secret effort
to examine Jim Conley was made yes-
terday afterndon by Willlam M. Smith,'
the negro's attorney, who has issued
a written demand on the sheriff to
keep persons from his cllents cein

This is the second ovder of its kind
ever made in the negro's case, Judge
L. 8. Roan, at the close of the Frank
trigl, issued instructions to Sheriff C,
W, Mangum to prohibit all vifors
from the negro's presence.

Attorney Smith and attaches of the
Tower are silent in regard to the or-
der issued. Wedunesday., Smith will
have nothing to say further than that
he dictated 1t during the afternoon,
immediately after which he appeared
at the Tower. He says he Intends to be
present at anpy  interview with his
client,

LN

Confers With Conley.

' After conferring with Head Jaller
John Suttles, the attorney entered Con-:
ley’s cell, remaining with, the negro
for an hour or more. It was the first:
talk he has had with Conley in con-|
siderable while. ’

Sheriff Mangum,. after Smith's visit
to the Tower, stated to a reporter for
The Constitution that any orders for;
Conley’s protection further than the
one “he recelved- t.ré"m Judge  Roan’
would be unnecessarsi™. - ..
. “Conley,” the sheriff declared, “is re-
celving the fullest vare and protection,
No one has seen him except his attor-
ney and minister, except by order from
Mr, Smith.”

All Leave a 'Trail.

“Fwvery criminal leaves some sort of
trail,” Burns said to newspaper re-
porters Wednesday = morning. “I am
close en the trail of the man who
killed Mary Phagan, and I am ocon-
vineed that it will not be long ere T
can name him, :

“The trall ig very plain. Every mur-
dorer leaves n clew that betrays him
plainly, "A8 in this cage, however, it
is much better to wait until public
temper and Indignation has resumed
its normal state, then begin on a calm
and sane investigation of the facts,
which I am now doing.”

Then the detective had this to say of
Solicitor Dorsey:

“Notwlthstanding the various
charges that have been made, I think
Solicitor General Hugh Dorsey has
been absolutely honest in this case,
and that he never would have prose-
cuted 2 man he did not thoroughly be-
lieve to be guilty. But, however keen
or smart a man may be, his vision is
Hable at times to he distorted.

“Theories in criminal cases should
vways be made to fit the facts, and
not the facts be made to fit the theo-
'y, I have known cases where theo-
ries have been constructed out of un-
liluted atr, and then facts molded w
it the theory.”

Burns Confident.

Burns was oconfident that it was not
Loo late lo get at the bottom of the
Phagan mystery, His progress has
een even better than expectations, he
leclares. Throughout Wednesday he
vas busy examining various witnesses,
one of whom was Newt Lee, the negro
ight watchman, who discovered the
ody of Mary Phagan.

He also Paid a visit to the céll of
Frank in the Tower, remaining, how-
yver, only a short while, Much of the
lay was spent in conference with. mem-
vers of the convicted superintendent’s
ounsel, Herbert Haas and Leonard
Taas and Lather 2. Rosser, Sr.

JIt was announced from the offices of
‘rank’s attorneys Wednesday that the
notion for a new trial on the ground
{ newly discovered ovidence hns heen
Inished and is ready for presenta-

. Continued on Page Two..
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tion to Judge Ben Hill. It will be flled,
it is gaid, some time soon.

Will Ask Dorsey’s Ald,

Whether Solicitor General Hugh M.
Dorsey will offer to Detective William
J. Burns his co-operation in his in-
vestigation is causing considerable
speculation, .

Indications are that Mr. Dorsey will
take no part in Burns' probe, The so-
licitor, however, will have nothing te
say one way or the other,

Burns stated to a Censtitution re-
porter last night that he would request
the co-operation of Dorsey and the so-
licitor's office at an early moment.

He plans to go over the entire case
with Mr, Dorsey from beginning to
present status. He expects the solici-
tor to furnish his theory and his con-
ception of the most itmportant factors
in the chain of evidence which the
state produced to convict Leo Frank.

“I do not expect to {ind antagonism
in the solicitor general,” said Burns. I
'expect him to assist me with every re-
source at his command., From what I
‘have heard of him, he !s ot the kind
tof man to reject the requests of a
I'man who is trying to get at the truth
of a mystery. ’

“Parthermore, T do not expect to en-
coutiter hostility in anyone with whom
I might want to confer, The detectives
at police headquarters, I am assured,
will do sl they can to help me.”

An interesting phase of Burng' as~
sogintion with the Irank case has
arisen in his attitude toward the Pin-
kerton National Detective agency,:
whose field superintendent, Harry
Scott, was perhaps the most important
factor in the investigation of the Pha-,
£an murder, i

) Believed ¥roank Guilty,

The Pinkertons were employved by
Leo Frank., Harry Scolt. on the wit-
ness stand, dellvered testimony which
was damaging to the convicted man’s
defense. He deblareqd that he had
worked vupon the case purely with the
view of finding the ‘murderer. At one
time a statement was lssued from the
Pinkerton office stating the belief that
Frank was guilty,

Burns said last night that he would
have nothing te do with the Pinker-
tons or with Harry Scott and that he
did not care to be associated in any
manner . with a private detective
agency. He declared, however, that he
intended examining every other nperson
who had, any connection with the in-
vestigation of Mavy Phagan or with
the subsequent developments,

Burns algo  announced that Dan
Lehon, superintendent of the southern
divislion of the Burns detective forces,
fad been ordered to come to Atlanta to
assist his chiel on the I'rank investi-
gation,

In reference to a published story
Wadneaday Lo the effect that Burns, in
a talk with newspapermen, indicated
the belief that Frank was innocent,
Burns saild that he had not expressed
any opinion and that he would not
until time of his final report.

“Whether or not T have formed any
opinion is another matter.” he declared,
“I would not discuss it if I had. Ihave
never said to anyone that I belicve
Frank either guilty or innocent.
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