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Will Defense Put Character
Of Leo Frank Before Jury?

Wil] Leo Frank's character he ono
of the {ssues in Uiz trial for the mur-
der of little Mary Phaxan?

That §s a questlen which hag heen
the subject of speculation since it
wag flrst knewn that he would be
tried for the murder, and as the case
haa progressed the subfect has bheen
dipcussed frequently,

Not one in a hundred defendants
piace their character In lssue when
on trial for murder, but a condition
has arlsen In the Frank casc which
may cause hlg attorneys to think it
wine to take thig step.

It came when James Conley, the
negro who accuses Frank of the mur-
der, testified to misconduct on the
part aof the defendant which would
brand Him ns an outeast among men,
and when C, B, Dalton, the white man,
mentioned by the negro, testified to
having vialted the factory for tmmoral
purposes with Frank's kKnowledge and
to have seen him drinking beor with
women tn his oftice,

Nefense Lowe Polut,

The defenso, after letting the testl
mony of the negro stand untd) ‘they
had cross-examined him  upon |t,
moved to strike ft from the record
and only lost after a hot argument
on both sldes.

That such ovidence 1s bound to hava
fts offcct upon a jury of twelve avor.
ago men s admitted by both the
state and tha defenso. It was admit-
ted by the state whon the stale
fought to keep it In and It was ad-
mitted by the defenso whoen a fight
wag mado to strike it

In rebultal of this the defense may
put the character of the defendant
squarely in {8sue and Introduce many
witnesses to prove good character,

"rom the time I*rank was thrst ar-
rested on susplelon his friends do-
clared that he was a man e¢f unim-
peachablo morals and habits, Many of
those with whom ho associated nas a
young mon frankly declared thnt lL.co
Frank had never indulged In oven t ho
slightest form of dissipation and that
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he had parted ¢ompany with them on
every occasfon when they started out
to fndulge tn forms of dissipation,

Others who knew him as a man and
a8 superintendent of the large factory
asserted the same thing, and whon tho
case started to trinl on July 28 there
were nearly a  hundred  witnesses
sworn In whose only use could be to
testify, If need be, to the defendant’s
good character.

WHI Pentify for Frank,

Many of the well-known business
mep of Atlanta were amobhg this lst,
and there wero others in various walks
of Jife, all of whom know Frank and
belleve in him. There were men who
could tell of him in business and in
fraternal orders, others who knew hin
In soclal lfe, and still others who
Knew him in the closer relations of
family life.

Thers are many’ women alsn among
the list which includes those people
who have known Frank from the day
he camo to Atlanta unti) the presont
time, and who were closely assoclated
with him until the day of his aprest,

On the other hand, should the char.
acter of the man hecome an issue, It
{8 not known what the state would
do. It might allow it to go unchal-
lenged and to deciare that It was not
seeking to conviet him on past char-
acter, hbut on the anctual charge of a
specifle crlme.

The state nlght, however, bring
what {t could to attack the man's
character and Oy to show avidenco
tending to palnt him such a man as
Conley and Dalton picture him.

Would Swear for Frank,

Shouid Frank’s character go in
fasue there 18 one Kgreat advantage
that would Me with the defense. Men
and women whose roputatlons ave free
of any charge would swear to his
good character. Many of thoso wit-
nesses who might ho In a position to
swear to his  ovil  charactor must
necessarily admit to the jury that
thoy wore bosmirched with the same
mud In which they would elatim Frank
haa wallowed in,
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