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ANFORD AND FELDER
INDICTED FOR LIBEL.

[ndictments Grew Out of the
Dictagraph Episade and the
Letters Which Followed.

Formal Investigation into "the in-
vectives hurled between Colonel Thom-
18 B. Felder and Detective Chiel New-
port Lanford resulted yesterday in in-
dictments of criminal libel being re-
turned by the grand jury agalnst each
of them for thelr cards and interviews
in the dally papers In which they at-
tacked each other's characler, after
the dictagraph row.

Colonel Felder is held under two in-
dictmients  on a bond of $5300, while
Chief Lanford has one indictment
igainst him, and is free on the same
bond. :

The offenses charged agalnst ench
are misdemeanors, and the punigh-
wment, in case of conviction, iz six
months in the county fall, twelve
months in the penitentinry or a fine
of not more than $1,000. It is in the
discretion of the judge to impose any
or nll of these pelmlueq after con-
vietion.

In order to come clear at the trial it
will be neecessary for the man indicted
for criminal libel to prove that the
charges he made were true, and 1t is
expected thit the cases will develop
inte the most bitterly fought in the
history of the Fulton courts.

Ielder WiE Not T'alk.

Shortly after his indlctment Colonel
Felder’appeared in the solicltor's office

nd was told of the two indictments.
e appeared to think for a moment
that he was being jollied. When he
saw the bills his only comment was
that he “didn't give a darn,”

He refused to make any further
statement on the matter and declined
to discuss what steps ne would take
to ctear himself of the libel charges.

Chlef Lanford made only the com-
ment that he could prove every charge
he had ever mado against Colonel
1'elder, but he declined to discuss the
matter at length.

Roth Colonel Felder and Chlet Lan-
'fo:d are Indicted for the articles that
appeared in The Atlanta Constitution
and other Sunday papers on June §,
and Colonel Felder {8 also indicted on
another bill for alleged libel in con-
nection with his famous letter ad-
dressed to “The People of Atlanta”
and published iIn The Constitutlon of
May 25.

1t was in  thé latler article that
Colonel Felder referred to the detec-
tive head as the “Lieutenant Becker of
our ‘system’” and ailso charged that
since the arrest of Leo M. Frank and
Newt IL.ee, charged as suspects in the
murder of Mary Phagan, that the de-
tective chief had been protecting
them,

y Is charged in the bill of indict-
metlt that Colonel Ielder daid mali-
ciously, unlawfully and intending to
injure and vllify the reputation of
T.anford, write and cause to be pub-
lished the letter referred to, a great
part of which I8 copied upon the In-
dictment,

Charges Agalnst Lanford,

The indictments against Colonel
Felder ana again:t Chief Lanford for
thelr articles of June 8, which ap-
peared in the Atlanta papers, are prac-
tieally gimilar in form. Lanford is
charged with calling Colonel TFelder
“a contemptible liar and a scoundrel,”
and accusing him of grafting and of
pretending to raise a fund for the
prosecution of the murderer of the
Phagan child.

Colonel Felder's article on June $
was full.of bhitter invectives against
the detective chief, whom he accused
of graft, and who, the declared, was a
disgrace and dishonor to the ofijce he
held.

All three of the Indictments were
retnrned as ‘special presentments™ by
the grand jury, -vhich indicates that
the investigations leading up to them
were taken up at the volition of the
members, and that no outsider ap-.
meared a8 nprosecutor,

The only witnesses used in finding
the .basis for the indictments were
newspaper men by whom the grand
| Jurors proved that the articles in
quiestion had actually come from the
men whose names were given as the
authors of them,

In all the grand jury probably put
“less than an hour's time upon .the
Cquestion before returning Ity true
bills, and the caskt was taken up in
’Uu' interim of routine crlminal busi-
ness,
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