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But One Thing

Is Proved

In Mary Phagan M ystery

ORIGINAL MURDER NOTE,
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Amlid the warp of falsehood and the
wool of conjeclure, one thing stands
out Jike a scavlet thread in tha Mayy
Phagan murder mystery—for mystery
it st 15 and st will be untit a
jury of twelve men fixes the gullt on
s0me man or men,

That one thing—startiing in s vivid
contrast 1o the murky maze of
contradictions—is the fact that James
Conloy, the negro sweeper employed at
the National Pencil {actory, wrote tha
notes which were found beside the mu-
tilated and lifeless body of Mary Pha-
gan carly In the morning of Auril 26,

Why he wrote them, when he wrote
them, whether he wrote at the dicta-
tion of someope else or whether he
himsell committed the erline, are mat.

ters yet to be determined. e has
ifted and lied out of a lie. First he
sald ho wroto ihe notes on I'riday;

now he comes forward and admits he
wrote them on Saturday, tho day the
murder was committed, He telln va-
vious atorics about the writing of
the notes, He puts improbable words
in the mouth of Leo Wrank, ite hasg
squirmed and twisted and backed and
atalled; but once having stated hes
wrote tho notes his handwriting proves
the assertlon as Indubitiably as if
the Blits of paper on which the mes-
snfzes were scrawled bare the cerlmson
imprint of his fingers,
The Nig Mystery,
When the Phagan case was in ity

infancy and the dotectives were ad-
vancing theory upon theory only to
east eich aside, the notes found by

Mary Phagan's bady vpnroved the big
stimbling block in the way of a soliu-
tlon of the mystery, Time and aguin
it would scem that a plausible theory
had beeu franted, only to he shattered
when the notes were remembered,
urn which way you would In the intef-
ente vamificatlons of the known facts
and the purely conjectura), the notes
would confront the secker after truth,
Remember the Notew

“But you must remember the notes,”
someone wounld interpose, and, then the
spareh for n new ithvory would begin
Wl over apain. '

The fdea that Mary Phuugan wroto
he notes was disposed of al the gulset
g uttevly preposterous. In the very
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nature of things she .could not have
done so.  There was little doubt that
she  was dead when her hody was
hurled into the basement below, An
examination of her handwriting later
proved that It was totally dissimllar
to the characters of the scribbled notes,

Susgpleion then turned 1o Newt lee,
Lee was asked to write the !dentical
words of the notes. s writing boro
fiitle resemblance to them, although
some amwuleur expertg declared there
were similarities.

When James Conley wiasg arrested he
stoutly maintatned that he could
not write at all,  Later the detectives
dicovered that he had bought a watch
on the installment plan and that he had

gigned contracts, They secured these
contracts and  confronted hjm with
them. He confessed thal he had lied.

ftis motive for Iying was plain as
the noon«tday sun.,  Guilty or innocent,
he knew his bandwriting would con-
neet him  with  the  crima. Iiand-
writing does not change, Characters
in wrlting wmay vary, but characterise
ties do not.

After the discovery that Conley could
write, the work of gaining n confese
ston from him was a comparatively
easy matter, But to make assurance
doubly sure, the detectives, without
letting Whn see the notes found in
the celluy 'of the National Pencil fae-
tory, dictated iheir conients to him
and he was told to write the spoken
words. Laboriously he wrote., As
character followed character and word
followed word, the result was startling.
N¢ forger could have produced the
sate  result,  Tha charactors were
faentieal.

Take the [(irst word, “but,” of the
two noles. | Could anything be more
perfect than ‘}m similarity? And the
next word i .tho next?

The dlsvo\'uy that Contey wrote the
netes s the most important thing about
the whole case thus far unearthed and
made publie~-1t is the only thing es-
tablished beyond question f reasonable
doubt save that Hitle Mary Phaguan
went to the ofice of the National Pen-
cit factory on Memorial day to drow
her pittance of pay and that her doud
body wnsg discaovered by Newt Lee, the
fegro night  watchman, nt 4§ o'clock
the following morning.
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