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"I AM NOT GUll TY," 
. SAYS JOHN.M. GANT 
"I Was 

1\1.'ary 
With 

Not in Love With 
and She Was Not 
lVle," Asserts 

Accused of Murder. 

l'vlan 

"I dl•I not klll .\lary l'hai;a n. · 
haven't HCP.II her within a month. They 
acctt14c rnc faJs<~J.r. J'm Ju11oc1~ut ."aud 
·wilt swear lt hY hi•a\;t-n abfJ\'c." 

,John ~r. Gant, th .. youthtol hooK· 

k<'er>n arr<'KtNI on tl11' charge of 11111r· 

tlrrlni; :l!ury l'hal(all, ""' In th" •ld«c· 
live chief's ortk•• ut polkc l1<·adrp1ar· 
ters la>!l 11l1?ht, looked his <ltlPAtlou..ra 

squarely In ti•" <-Y.:F, aud sw<:<>Jllll!!IY 
denle•I all 11cc1rnatlona. 

"I 1veut to M1ll'i.,tta lo take
0 

o;harg" 
of a farm I haVf! hought. ~I~· folks lh"IJ 
then·. I hlld IJc~n vlat111l111{ lo go fo1· 
SP.\'f'ral wcc-k11. Surcl>', the 111crc fad 
thq.t 1 '''f·l1t to :\lat·lclta fHn 1 t 11ro<1( coll· 

.clush·c that I killed th~ glrl.'' 
l·'ucr~ t hr n.-t .. rth·~~. 

Jlf' talJt("d fnu1klY. n<"v,~r f"lll'1\·· 

lug hlR gaze from th•: ey"" of the 
det~ctl\·<'s who •111tzzed him, lie Is a 

han•laom~ >'outi1. six tcet and four 
Inches tall, ttl!nrc frame<!, adf\·e and 
11t1pple limbed. Ills bla<:k, cnrlr !lair 
!allti ovrr the tor.,h•·ad, and IH cll(Jped 
clo11,.,ly In th" ha.,k. \\ 1,11., llH, forel•wks 
Pf<, l 1>11g and wavy. 

An h'l11r rJr so aflf'r lti! hart hM:n 
elo~~trd with l'hl<•( Lat1Col'<I and .i .. t<"'
tf\·,. 4'Xpe1t~. h<' wafi admltti>d to the 
nrnlu tt1011J 'Jr lht'. d•:l(•i:tlves' 'l1lal"l1:rfl, 

wh.,re hr \\"a8 11ermitt~'1 lo talk to the 
JWWRParu..!r J'('(Jorte>r~. Jin con\'erscd 
INtnkJr. arrnwerh1J.;" qtlt·Htfons pron111ll}' 
anrl trnolY. 

"I'm Hot g11!11y. I might ho a \'lctlm 
of d1·cuuusta1u·r-, hut the~· can't p1·ovo 
11 thin!'; 1111 1111. 'l'h.,y mh,:hl "" well 
tilOI'· II \~ould -i:tVt· ti11w and lalwr. 
Ir th1·y·d th~volt1 th1· 1•111!rgy tht-y'r•: tl1·
\"oll1u; to tll-? lo J111nthi,.~ 111~~ l'f•al rum·~ 
tlM·c-r. t111•\"'1l •:alda 111111 a ·.;thoh~ lot 
•111f~kr-r." 

1

rht·1'~· WiHi H to1w of Hill"l'ilHltl ill hlR
\"Oif't'lo H:il fu· HJillih•cJ lfJ hhl HCCllS('l"N. 

Jrr ·wat-1 uot bttt•·r. Hn<I H••<"lllPd uot 
tlu- HJfgliti·st f1~1·t ttrlH·d O\'f'I' tlh· pr~· 
llll"Hllll'lll. 

Sun- 11.,nu>rlnl PnNulr. 
'"Now, I'll ldl you 1•xacl)y whal I 

did Saturday. Ft1·11t, I snw 111,, .\le· 
1110rlat paroule. Then r got With ~OllH! 
fdt 1 ntlH and we wnlkP.t o\•er to\\;n a 
llllle, h..rr, and therP, hut to no par· 
tle11lar 11fac1'. I was l11lc1ull11!l to leave 
towu :llondnr. A 1ialr or oh! shuo·s I 
hacJ worn a month ago W<"re down at 
th .. P•~ndy factory. I \18(•d to work 
thPr<.'. yon loww. arHI tlwr W<'rc left 
011 t hr> ti r~t floor. 

"I wanted 111 get thPln, and aRked 
)fr. fo'ranlt. 1111> l>l"<'Mldenl 0( th<' 1.ianl, 
It I •!0111<1 g..t Iulo the b11lhll11g. lie 
snfol I 1•11111<1, allll refotTcrl /Ill' lo thr 
t1 1•1.;ro 111g-htwatclintat1. I g-ot Into th•' 
h111Jdln~ aUtJ fn~l)fl'thf~ f'hOP.,S', J f\hfn'l 
stny hut a ~ho1·t whll<'. Ahont 7::lO 
o'C'lof'k I lllf'l two frletuls. \\"e went 
to a J•<HJl ror,i11 llJJlowu unrl playe1l )loot 
1111tll to::fO o'cluck. I !lltln't play. hut 
><at arou11d and watd•«•I the n!IH·1· fPl
fow". \\'hen I lPf< tl1•• puol room, l 
"~'•ul direct IY to tny sf:-tt•r'M hoHw on 
Lil\d'.l'n strrl'I. Hho lll"t Ill•' al tho 

'<l<ior. I W<>nl Ntrafght tu lw<I awl \\'111' 

nsleop aJmo~t llw monu•nt I hit I he 
nmttrc.!UJ}' 

Cfo.nl d'Nl_n1·,·~ \It! dt<l not """ 'rhr. 
f'o11sltt11tloi.'11 exrlu"h'" .. ~Ira ~11111lar 
morning, aud !hut h" dt.I 1101 k1ww o( 
R inurdr>r until Informed 811n•la~· night 
of the slory In tile ""'"'· 

''\Vht?re ,,.f'l"o you wh"ll told of the 
n1t1rdcr?" h(• waH ask<'d. 

1 ... 11riu• of thr llu«lrr, 
"I <::ot 1111 lat•' Sunday morning. 

'Thul 11lght, I wN1I to i;cu :111.i;" Annie 
('flnmbcrs, O( 18 \\'arl'NI plncl', with 
whom l hnvr lrnf'n going ,., • .,,. 'Inc" 
f'lll'l!'!tmas. We Wl'I"<' HlttlnA' 111 111<> 

'parlor. · lier llttk hrolluor. l'hfllp. e;une 
In 111111 1mld he Im•! rt•<ul 'f'lu• Co11"tll11· 
tion's ul1Jt;r Of Sl girl hef11~ Jilt1rcl1ffNt 
In th11 pe11dl factory. 

"J was acqualntNI with most or the 
girls that worl<<•d !her... I ttsl<ed him 
what wns the girl'!! name. 

"''J .Jon't know/ he tUU:iWt.>rcd. 'TJn·v 
ha\·en't lofentlllc•l her yet.' It wa:~ 
alioul 8 ol'clocl; at night, tlwu. Thal 
w1rn the llrnt I l<ncw of thu l<llllug. 
\\"hPll I ll'fl ~llHH l!h11111b"r"' Imm" I 
\\'t1 11t to my Hh1lPt"8 ho11su u111l lo h<'tl." 

Jledarin;; that 11f' hud nt.•\·t·•· guru· 
wit It tho l'hag:rn girl. Gaut rlrllcnh•ol 
the i·unrnr that he w1111 lnfntuntc<I wllh 

hPr. Hhe wua bea11tlf11l, he Rdmltted, 
arul <t gil I lo\'l'<I by overy crnployee,ln 
th•• J•iaut. 

"\\'hcu sh<• wns a llltln girt, obo11l 
tPn yt•ars aµo," 114• ualtl. "I knu\\~ h(•r In 
)lar·l,~lla. Tht·y lln~d cloHc to th•~ hornl'..' 
or rnr ram,lr in <:nhh county. 'rl11~n l 
kn•'w her again when ~he worked In 
th" pr1wll factory. t hod llt:l'cl' paid 
hn a11y particular ntt()ntlon, and was 
not In lo1·e with h<'r. I don't gtWHH Hh" 
wsrn lu hH~•~ \Villi 1110. She ncvur Hafd 
anythlug, Ir Hho wa11, nn<I aho dldu'l 
olww any sign" thnl would ln•llcnto It." 

Unnt ltetnlnH ConUHl•I, 
'"f ronl<i Wl"lllg the llt'Ck of WhOOVCI' 

rwc11srX mP of Huch tL thl11;.;',' 1 lw blazed. 
.. If 's tlw most at nwlous crltnn I''•" (\; ,•r 
hPanl or. I 11('\'4'1' l'OtllcJ ha\•e <·on .. 
r .. 1,.,.,1 It. 1~1 ahm" <·0111111lt. It. 'rho 111a11 
Is a 11111rr1<:1·cr wl10 would t11tJt1H!llla1Jly 
H4'•'11.NP a11other of Huth a dt1Nl.'' 

.J Ud,i.;"c Gr-orgc lt'. Hohm·. a dJ.HlHnl r~l· 
ati\"4! of tl1t~ HllS(H.·et<~cl youth. nnd H~n· 
ln1· mo•tnbl'I' of !ht• lil"lll or Gober, .lac)(• 
fiOll & J.eag-, has ht~eu n.~tal11ecl as couu
sel tor Ga11t. lie 11111.iu an Immediate 
dMmlll•l ;\lontlay 11lghl Co1· p1"<•llmlnar~· 
h<:arln~. Chier La11for•l declln<!ll. 
Clo her ·sta t<'<I that lw would tnklJ out 
hah••as eorrrns Pl"Ol'ue•lfngs tustnntly. 

TJu~ warraut against (:ant WttM fs
Hll<'•I by .lnHlke I•'. ;\[. Powers to Do· 
to·etlv" 08horne. fl ehnrllN! murclei•. 


