SLATON HERE, GLAD
“HE SAVED FRANK

Ex-Governor of Georgia Reviews
His Many Strong Reasons for
Commuting Sentence.

SIMPLE .JUSTICE, HE SAYS

" cision, Although Told 1t Might
Result in His Death.

Ex-Governor John M. Slaton of Geor:
gia, who last week commuted to life
imprisonment the death sentence of Leo
M. Frank, and against whom threaten-
"ing demonstrations were made, arrived
in New York yesterday afternoon. itfe
‘is accompanied by Mrs. Slaton, and they
will remain in New York until Friday,
when they will go to the country ho.ne
of J. Ledlle Hees, at Sacandaga Park,
‘near Northville, Fulton County, N. ¥.
‘They will start next week on a tour
'via Canada to the Pacific Coast, and
do not expect to return to Atlanta until
September. ¢

Mr. and Mrs. Slaton reached the Hotel
Waldorf-Astoria shortly before 6 o’clock.
There they found a dozen waiting news-
papermen and about as many photog-
raphers. Mr. Slaton needed a shave and
a * star' cocktail, and as soon as he
had obtained them he proceeded to the
Waldorf roof and announced his readi-
ness to answer questions pertaining to
‘the Frank case, the State of Georgia,
'his plans for the future, and so on.
| He wanted it known that he had not
|« glipped out of Georgia.”” After ren-
iclering his decision in the case of Frank,
he said he went about his own busi-
'ness in the usual way, and although it
was quite true that he had been the
‘object of a hostile demonstration, that
had not caused him to go inte hiding or
irmade it necessary for him to do some-
' thing which, he added with emphasis,
'he was incapable of doing, namely,
|+ slipping away from Georgia or any-
| where else.”’ -
Slaton Will Not Lecture.

Many and varled were the questions
| put to the youthful ex-Goverpor. The

'who in a serious manner asked -Mr.
.Slaton if he contemplated going on Lhe
lecture platform as i result of tie added
fame that had come to him because of
‘his act in commuting the sentence of
- Frank.

. *" 1 certainly am not going on the lect-
‘ure platform or any other platform,’” he

replied, ‘' ana, of course, I never even
considered such a move. Anyway, why
should 1 be an attraction? 7There was
nothing speciacular about thg- Frank
case. It was just a simple case of jus-
‘tice, nothing more.” ™~

. ““Do you have any reason to believe
itha.t the case will become a political issue
in Gedrgia?” was asked.

“"To even attempt to make it such
wouid be an outrage. The administra-
tion of justice is something too sacred to
be made a matter of politics or self-ag-
gragdizement.”

. **Will you be a candidate for United
'States Senator three years hence, when
'the term of Senator Ixardwick ex-
. pires?’’

|77+'I may be, put it is8 impossible to
‘say yet.”

- *In your own opinion, can you say
|now whether or not Irank is innocent
‘or guilty? '’

1 am not dogmatic, and I admit that
there is a difiterence of opinion, and
that among the people of Georgia there
are some g004 pecuple, just as good as I
am, who believe that Frank is guilty.
1t is a point of view. With my convic-
tions in the matter formed after a care-
ful and long study of thc g8reat mass of
evidence in the case it would have been
simply impossible for me to have taken
any other action than the one I did.”

Questlon of Frank's Guilt.

“ But is Frank guilty?”

““ 1 do not know. I was simply asked
to commute his sentence, and had I
done otherwise I would have felt like
'an assassin. As it was, I went six
nights without sleep, but i would rather
‘lose a few nights’ sleep than go forty

'years—if I live that long—w:th the blood
' of that man on my hands.

** There is another matter 1 want to
cali attention to in the case of this man
Frank, whom,. by the way, 1 have never
seen, and that is the fact that some of
the most powerful evidence in his be-
half was not presented to the trial jury
that found him guilty.

‘“« Under our system in Georgia the
only Judge who could pass on the mer-
its of the case was Judge Roan, the
Judge before whom Frank was tried.
Judge Roan could have set the veraict
aside, and that he did not do so was a
regret that Yollowed him to the grave.

It was Judge. Roan himself who
~wrote me asking that I do what he had
himself failed to do, namely, to com-
mute Frank's sentence, and-I did what
he asked me to do. Had Judge Roan
expressed his doubts in writing in-
stead of orally at the time cf the trial
there can be no question but that the
Supreme Court of Georgia would have
granted a new trial to Frank. Judge
Roan wrote me that I was the only
power on earth who could correct the
mistake that he realized he had made.
There are things appellate courts can-
not do in sweeping aside technicalities,
and there is where the Governor, as
the safety valve in the administration
of justice, comes in, and it was my duty
to correct the errors the courts them-
selves could not correct.”’

Reflecits on Negro Witness.

«“« IIgs the Governor of Georgla the
power to grant a full pardon?”

“- Yes.u ~

““« Had Frank's friends appealed for a
pardon instead of a commutation would

you_have granted their plea?’”

“1 cannot say. 1 certainly should
have given to it careful and consci-
entious study. As Governor of Georgla
I would have given any man a hearing,
no matter how poor or- friendless that
man might be.” '

Myr. Slaton then touched on the charac-
ter of the negro witness Conley and the
evidence he gave, which more than any
other evidence was responsible for the
conviction of Frank. Conley in the days
that followed the arrest of Frank, Mr.
Siaton said, was grilled day in and day
out by the detectives in the case, some-
times hours at a time. He told dif-
ferent stories to the detectives, and
finally added still another version when
on the witness stand.

“ 1t must be rerhembered,’’ said Mpr,
Slaton, ¢ that one of the stories Conley
told was that he had seen the Phagan
£irl's mesh bag in Frank’s safe. No one
else saw it there. It must be kept in
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mind that the mesh bag was lost, and It
is Ekncwn that Conley wanted moncy”
and that his creditors, men to whom hej
owed fifty cents and a dollar, were after
him all the time. _ , |

“ I left no stone unturned in my inves- |
tigation of the case. 1 went over it
again and again from every point of
view. Conley said the girl was mur-|
dered on the second floor of the fac-'
tory, and yet the experts found only two.
corpuscles of bleod in the room -“vhere
he said the murder was committed, and ]-
there are 80,000 corpuscles in a single |
drop of blood. Then the experts said
they did not believe those strands of!
hair were from the head of Mary Pha-
gan, and had this been a fact t‘hey\
would have no difficulty in proving it.

Hostility in Courtroom.

** Then in those death notes there were
certain expressions often used by Con-
ley. Subsequently, when in jail, Conley
wrote notes to one of the negro women
prisoners, and in those the same iden-
tical expressions were used. Those

words were the expressions of Conley,
not of Frank. Furthermore, I want to
say that there was not a shadow of evi-
dence to justify the aspersions cast on
the private character of Frank.

‘*And we have heard much of the
temper of the crowd that was in_ the
courtroom during Frank’s trial. It is
not necessary that there should be a
demaonstration,- or even. a spoken word,
to indicate the temper of a crowd. The
looks on their faces will show it, and
you or I, or any any man with common
could see and understand the
feelings of a crowd under such circum-
stances. The Judge in the case noticed
it, and 80 must the jury. We also know
that Conley is a thief and a forger.”
‘“How do you account foir the bitter
feeling that was created against
Frank? " .

“It was a case of ‘hue and cry.’
Somebody said he believed that Frank
cominitted the crime. The suspicious
remark was repeated. It wag like some
one pointing to a running men after a
crime has been committed and shouting
‘ there he goes,” although the fact that
the man is running is in no way con-
nected with the commission of the crime.
Every suspicion, it seemed, was so di-
rected that it pointed to Frank.”

No Race Prejudice.

“Do you think the question of race|
prejudice had anything to do with the

*“* No. You will find prejudice against
forelgners on the part of some people in
Georgia just as you will find the same
thing Iin New England, here in New
York, or anywhere else. Georgia is as
humsan as anyv State in the Unlon.”

‘““ Is there any prejudice against Jews
in Georgia as a result of the Frank
case?”

“I angwer that question by pointing
to the fact that one of the Trustees of

the Colony of Georgia under Ogelthorpe
was Minas, a Jew, whose descendants,
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| to this day are among the best and
most highly respected of Georgians. The
head of the Education Board in Atlaata
is a Jew, and so is the Vice President
of the Atlanta Chamber of Commerce.
My own law partner, Mr. Phillips, is a
Jew. Some of the best of Georgians
are Jews."”

A few hours before he signed the or-
der commuting the sentence of Frank
Governor Slaton told his wife he had ar-
rived at the conclusion that the man
should not be permitted to die on the
evidence produced against him.

“I told her that it might mean my
death, but that I was convinced that it
was my duty,’” sald Mr. Slaton. *‘* And
Mrs. Slaton told me that there was only
one course to follow, and that was to do
the right thing. But I don't deserve any
credit for this act. It was justice.”

Trying Time for Mrs, Slaton.

When he commuted Frank’'s sentence
at one minute after midnight of the day
before the one set for Frank's execution,
Mr, Slaton said he had arranged to pro-
tect Frank's life, and that had it been
necessary every National Guardsman in

the State would have been called into
service for that purpose.

When asked if her recent experience
had been fatiguing, Mrs. Slaton said:
[i‘ For four nights I scarcely slept at
all.
the moment that kept me awake, but
the freguent calls of * Halt, who goes
there?’ that kept ringing out. Every
time I was aroused, 1n spite of myself.

there are woods back of our house,
These were full of men trying to get in.
The mobs were made up of a rouch
ciass, many of them unemployed men,
but the mobs were led by relatives of
the murdered girl, men who felt sure
of Frank’s. guilt, and who thought it
thelr duty to avenge the wrong.”
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It was not exactly the anxiety of

We live six miles in the country, and



